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__ Covxrrovus Reapes, 
5 S in this Country, Letters from Laymen ſeldom appear 
9 in publich, on any Subject, much leſs on this; ſo, as 

y you will ſee by the Poſtſcript, *tis from no View of 

© Offentation, but meerly in my own Defence and Vin- 

' cation that this comes abroad; having been attack'd in my 
' Chara&er in a very tender Point Which if duly confider- 
j ed, I hope, will be a ſufficient Apology for the Publication. If 

the Matter it contains be impartially examined, without 
' Parity Prejudice, 1 hope it will nat prove altogether uſeleſs ta 
Ihe intelligent Reader + Though 1 am nat ſo vain to imagine, 
| | but all theſe Veints, I haue inſiſted on in Vindicating my 

Conduct, in leaving the Preſbyterian, and joining the Epil- 
copal Church, have been already handled by abler Pens, than 
any in my Sphere can pretend to; yet 1 flatter my ſelf, 
that even this plain, humble Epiſtle, .coming from one that 

has no worldly Intereſt at ſtake, to biaſs me in Favour of a- 

ny Party or Opinion whetever, but only in Favour of that, 

which, after a rational enquiry, to the beſt of my Judgment, 

1 found moſt agreeable to GO D's Word, and the untver- 
ſal Belief and Practice of the Chriſtian Church, both as to 

Doctrine, Worſhip and Diſcipline in the earlie/t and pureſt 
| Ages of Chriſtianity, | 

J am hepeful, that an honeſt, ſimple Letter of this kind, 

wherein is no ſcholaſtick Jargon nor Wrangling ; nor yet 
! metaphyſical Quibling; but plain and intellegible Reaſon- 
| ing, ſupported by GOD's Word, and the Teſtimony of an- 
tient Fathers, that may be underſtood by the meanęſi Capa- 
"0 city, that can read Englith: Whereas theſe elaborate Per- 
for mances, that have been aurote on theſe Subjects, are, for 
the moſt Part, the Productions of Clergymen; who have 

their different Opinions to ſupport, and their different 
1 Parties and Followers to pleaſe, as well as their worldly 
: Intereſt to purſue ; which muſt be done by all Parties, and 
J on all Sides, to pleaſe their Admirers, right or wrong, no 
Matter to them if they can keep up their Reputation; and 
| A 2 | beſiars, 
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: (iv) 1 
beſides, the large Volumes, that have been wrote on this Subs 


je, with great Heat and Warmth, are not every, Man's . 
Purchaſe, nor yet adapted to every Man's Capacity; wheres . 
as, a ſhort plain Letter, of this Kind, is eaſily underſtood, 


and as eafie a Purchaſe; ſo, I am hopeful, T ſay, that the 


Publication may not only anſwer the End I propoſe, which 


is only my own Vindication, but it may likewiſe prove uſeful 
to honeſt, well meaning Perſons, into whoſe Hands it may 


fall, that may be lying under the Power of blind Zeal, and 


the Prejudice of Cuſtom and Education, or Hood-winkt by 
the Policy of Prieſt- craft: For tis my Opinion that from 


the meikle Meſs John of Rome (the Pope) to the little Meſs | 


John of Clieſh*, there is Prieftcraft practiſed by Clergy-men 


all Perſwafions and therefore, tit every Man's Duty. 
and Intereſt, as well as his Province, to enquire and judge 
for himſelf, and not reſt, implicitely, on the Opinion of o- 


thers, And this is but adting as à rational Creature, 
which muſt give account of his Actiont, ought to do. 


T hope the generous Reader will not, too narrowly and 
| ſeverely, criticiſe an the Lowneſs of the Stile, as the Au- 

thor pretends no Scholar-craft, it not being his Buſmeſs nor 
Trade, but is FFC 
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Preſume you have heard, with what ese Ft „ 


Ridicule I have been treat, by ſome of your Seſſion 

and others, ypon my leaving your Kirk, and joining 

the Epiſcopal Church: and the more to expoſe my 
Weakneſs, or Covetouſneſs, ſome have been pleaſed to al- 
ſign for a Reaſon, the moſt triffling worldly Conſideration 
that could be imagined ; no doubt, with a malicious Deſign 
to expoſe me; as if a Diſappointment, in the ſmalleſt world 
ly Intereſt that poſſibly could have happened to me, ſhould 
prove the only Occafion of determining my choice in a 
| Matter where Eternity itſelf is concerned. 5 


» 


Had ] been ſo weak and ignorant as to deſert the Epiſ- 
copal, and join the Preſbyterian Communion, it ſhould 
not have ſurpriſed me, if all Men of Senſe and Know- 
| ledge, who knew me, ſhould laugh at me, as a weak and 
contemptible Creature: But to deſert an Opinion, that, af- 
ter the moſt impartial enquiry, I was capable of, I can find 
no where founded on Scripture, either as to ſome Doc- 
trines, or Church Polity and Diſcipline, except only that it 
zs eſtabliſhed and tolerated by the Civil danction, for ſecu- 
lar Ends and State-intereſt : To leave ſuch a Communion, 


I think, needs ſurpriſe no Man of Senſe. It is a much 


greater ſurpriſe, that either Men of Senſe orLearning con- 
tinue in it; excepting ſuch, whoſe worldly Intereſt blinds 
their Reaſon, or the giddy, unthinking Multitude, who 
are always gaping after Novelties and Revolutions, in the 
Church as well as in the Stats. But, 


That 


T1. - 
That you, and others who may have aſperſed my Cha- 
racter, may be undeceived, and that it was from no ſuch 


low Motive, as has been aſſigned, that I left your K:r4, I 


thought it my Duty, to do Juſtice to my ſelf, by publiſh- 
ing the real and ſubſtantial Reaſons, which you'll ſee as fol- 
low. 
contain'd in your Kirk"Confeſſron and Gatechiſms, + 3 
My ſecond is, againſt the Validity of the Ordination of 
theſe you call your Clergy 3 whether or not they are inveſt- 
ed with Canonical Power, by Lineal Succeſſion, to diſpenſe 
the Sacraments, abſolve and receive Penitents, and reject 
obſtinate Delinguents and incorrigible Offenders: All 
which Power I very much ſuſpect their being poſſeſt of. 
My third Reaſon of Diſſent is, your apparent Irreve- 
rence and Informality in GOD's Publick Worſhip, in your 
Aſſemblies, and likewiſe againſt your Worbjp it ſelf ; (if 


it may be called //5r/hip) to each of which I ſhall give my 


Objections, in Order as I have placed them, in as few 
Words as the nature of the Subjects I am co treat an will 
poſſibly admit of, „„ 


| To begin then with your Doctrine of abſolute, uncondi- 


tional, irreverſible and eternal Decrees of Election of ſome, 


| Reprobation of the reſt, and far greateſt Part of Mankind, 


as being paſt by, and left to periſh in the Guilt of Adam's 


_ firſt Tranſgreſſion: Which Doctrine in my Judgment, can 
ſerve no Purpoſe, if it be not to fill the Heads of ſome with 


groundleſs and preſumptuous Hopes, fancying themſelves 


to be among the Number of that happy Few ; when, per- 
haps, there are but few real Fruits of true Faith to be ſeen 


in their ordinary Conduct, more than their Neighbours, 
whom they are apt to deſpiſe, being themſelves filled with 
ſpiritual Pride, on account of their being among the Elect, 


as they fancy. The Conſequence of this Doctrine is e- 


| qually deſtructive to ſuch as may have a melancholly Turn 
of Mind, which the Tempter very often improves, by in- 


ſtigating them to deſpair of GOD's paternal Goodneſs, as 
not being amongſt the Number of the Elect. * 


- = n. Otter TEE. aq per. a 


My firſt Reaſon and Otjedhon is, againſt ſome Doctrines 


| 


$6 
I ſhall have Occaſion particularly to mention, in my Pro- 
ſecution of this Point. Such a Doctrine, in my Judg- 


the ſacred Pages. 
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VVV 
That thouſands have ſplit upon both theſe Rocks, eſpe· 


Zcially weak and ignorant Perſons, I ſcarcely believe is 
'doubted : That one, of my own Kindred and Acquain- 


tance, did fo, is what I am abſolutely certain of; whom 


ment, is very inconſiſtent with the many endearing Invi- 


tations that GOD is pleaſed to give to Mankind, in gene- 


ral, without Reſpect of Perſons, almoſt in every Line of 


Now, Sir, according to all the Notions that I can form 


of a Decree, Tis an abſolute Sentence againſt a Creature, 
by his Creator, which no after- conduct in the Creature 
can alter or reverſe: For were it otherwiſe, then it was 
no abſolute Decree, where Conditions can take Place; 
but, if I rightly remember, the expreſs Words of your 
Confeſſion are, that the determinate Number is ſo certain 


and definite, that they can neither be augmented nor dimini- 


| ſhed, or Words to the ſame Purpoſe. But, Sir, in my 
Opinion, ſuch a Doctrine derogates very much from the 


Honour and Uſefulneſs of our Sa vioun's Sufferings, and 


his coming into the World: for I cannot conceive, how 


any. more juſt and equitable Title or Right can be given ta 
an Inheritance or Poſſeflion, than by Adjudication, or De- 


cree of the ſame to him by a Perſon, who hath an abſolute 
Power and Right to diſpoſe of the ſame as he pleaſeth, and 


to confer it on whom he will : So that ſuch a peremptory 


Decree and Elefion of ſome few Favourites, of the Race 
of Adam, from Eternity, before ever they had Exiſtence, 


and conſequently had never done Good or Evil, and by 


the ſame eternal Decree, reprobating and condemning the 


reſt and far greateſt Part of Mankind, by the ſame abſolute 
and unconditional Decree, I ſay, „ 5 
Such an Election, in my Judgement. is extremely injuri- 
ous to the Death of CHRIST, and utterly diſolves the neceſ- 
ſity of it: Beſides, it is altogether inconſiſtent with thoſe 
two ſhining Attributes of G OD, viz. his Juſtice and his 


Goodneſs. 1 think it is impoſſible to imagine, where there 


is either Juſtice or Goodneſs, in giving Life and Being to 


millions of rational Creatures, and indueing them with 


\ ' Natures 
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31 = 
Natures capable of exiſting through all the Ages of Eterni-, 
ty, and, at the ſame Time, to be brought into the World 
under an irreverſible Decree of Reprobation and Hatred by 
the Author of their being; and to be paſſed by and ordained 
Veſſels of Wrath and Diſhonour, without any foreſight of 
Faith or good Works, or Perſeverance in either of them, or 
any Cauſe moving him thereto: And all this wrapt up in 
his abſolute Power and Sovereignty, to the praiſe of his 
I) 

Which Doctrine, were it true in fact (as, GOD be 
thanked, the whole ſtrain of both old and new Teſtament 
plainly contradi& it) but ſuppoſing it true, I think there 
would be but ſmall Grounds or Reaſons of Gratitude, by 

Creatures brought into being by their Creator, under ſuch 
miſerable and unhappy Circumſtances, as that no after 
Conduct could prevail, to alter the diſmal and irreverſible 

| Decree, pronounced from all Eternity againſt them. Sure, 
it had been better for ſuch miſerable Creatures, as here 
ſuppoſed, according to your Doctrine, never to have ſeen _ 
the Light, or had any Exiſtence. Better not to be, than 
be miſerable, without Hope, I think will be found to be 
the Opinion of every rational Creature, V 
I think, Sir, the neareſt reſemblance of ſuch an Electi- ö 
on, as your Church teaches, is that of a State-Lottery, 
where there are a great many Blanks, but very few Prizes; 
where every one muft venture, but only a certain Number 
can be ſucceſsful: And in ſuch a Cafe, ſober and cautious, 
Men would not venture to riſque, were it in their Power | 
to do otherwiſe. But, ro beg | 55 l 
Bleſſed be GOD, I hope, the Caſe is quite otherwiſe, * 
for altho? in our temporal Races, all run, but only one 
gains the Prize; but in our ſpiritual Race, it is not ſo, 

3 for none, that heartily ſet about running in good earneſt, 

1 depending upon G OD for Strength and Aſſiſtance, but 

ſhall all receive Crowns and Scepters, that ſhall never fade 

nor decay. We need not be afraid, but there is room e- 

nough in Heaven for all the Race of Adam : And G OD 
hath ſaid, that he thruſts none out, but theſe who, by a 

wicked and impenitent Life, thruſt out themſelves. Now, 

vir, there is another, and, I think, an — = 

55 4 | culty, 
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ficulty, you land your ſelf in, by this Decree and Repro. 
. bation Scheme, viz. That it muſt certainly be granted, 
that every individual of Mankind, were in GOD himſelf, 
and in him only, I mean, in his ſecret Will and Power, 
before they were in Adam, and conſequently were really 
nothing but GOD : for it is a known Maxim among all 
Divines, that guicquid in Deo eft, e Deus: fo that if a- 
ny Perſon, or Perſons, of Mankind, were reprobated to 
Deſtruction from Eternity, they muſt be conceived to ly 


under this Sentence and Decree, whilſt they were yet only 
in G OD himſelf: And conſequently, whilſt they were 
nothing but GOD: And ſo GOD ſhould be as well the 
Object as the Subject of his "own Reprobation ; which, I 
think, is a blafphemous Impoſſibility: Or at leaſt he ſhould 


ly under his own Sentence and Decree, which mends the 


Matter but very little. Yea further, ſuch a Doctrine of 
 Reprobation overthrows the very Foundation of the Goſs 

| pel: For I cannot conceive, how Almighty G OD can, 
with ſimplicity of Truth, ſay unto all, and every Perſon of, 


Mankind reſpectively, if thou velieveft, thou ſhalt be ſav- 


ed; in Caſe it be ſuppoſed, that any of them ly under a per- 


Impoſſible it is, they ſhould be ſaved, yea, tho” they 
ſhould believe, | „ ; 


Now, Sir, TI have given you-a ſhort hint of the Abfur- 


emptory and irreverſible Decree of Reprobation : for, if ſo, 


Cities, that, I conceive, muſt inevitably attend this Scheme 


of Doctrine. I ſhall only beg the favour of you, or any 
ſober Man, in his right Senſes, how you'll reconcile your 


Election and Reprobation Scheme with theſe tender and paſ= 


ſionate Calls and Invitations of our bleſſed SavzouR, fuch 


as, when he beheld the City, he wept over it, with theſe 
indearing Expreſſions, O Jeruſalem ! thou that killeſt the 


Prophets, and ſtonneſt them that are ſent unto thee, how e 
ten would I have gathered you, as a Hen doth her Brood 
under Wings, but you would not! And again, Come unta 


me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt, And again, Look unto me all the Ends of the 


Earth, and be ſaved. For GOD thruſts out none from 
his heavenly Kingdom, but thoſe who, by unbelief and 


impenitence, thruſt out themſelyes, And gf « — 1 
| | bes 
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in the Way, notwithſtanding. For my own Part I 2 


(10 ) we 


ſie, fays the Apoſtle, that G O D is no Reſpecter of Pera 


ſons, but whoſoever feareth him and worketh Righteouſneſs, 


ſhall be accepted of him. And the Scripture faith, that 


CHRIST taſted Death for every man; and that 60 D 


wills all Men to be ſaued, and come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth. And GOD ſwears by his own great Name, That, 


As he lives, he hath no Pleaſure in the Death of him that 
dieth; but rather that he ſhould repent, and be ſaved. 


Turn you, Turn you, why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? 


I hope, there is none will be fo blaſphemous, as ſuſpect 
GOD to be in downright earneft, when he ſwears, that 
ſolemn Oath, and makes that earneſt Expoſtulation with 
the Jews : whereas, had any of them been under an abſo- . 
lute ſentence of Reprobation, fuch Calls and Invitations. 
would have been quite uſeleſses. fs — 
New, Sir, to multiply Texts, in Confutation of your 
Election and Reprobation Scheme, I may ſay, would be 


to tranſcribe a great Part of both old and new Teſtament; 


but what I have already adduced, I think, are ſufficient to | 
prove, that GOD realy hates nothing that he hath made; 


although he be angry with the Wicked every Day : Yet if 
even theſe Wicked, that he is angry with, will but for- 


ſake their Wickedneſs, and do that which ts lawful and 
right, they ſhall jave their Souls alive : All the Wickedneſs 
That they have committed, ſhall be forgotten. And, as in 

the firſt Adam all died, fo, I think, the Scripture faith, 


in the ſecond Adam (CHRIST) all ſhall be made alive: At 
leaſt ſhall be put in a Capacity of being made alive, if they 


I am, that one ſingle drop of CHRHRISTH's Blood was ſuf- 


| ficient to anſwer Divine Juſtice for all the Sins of ten Thou- 


— IIa th RBI. 


do not, willtully and obſtinately, reject the Counſel of | 
GOD, and the Will of Heaven againſt themſelves. Sure 


fand Worlds. So J think the Satisfaction for Sin is com- 


pleated, and it is every ones Bufineſs and Duty to put in 


for their Share: For the Invitation is general, without 


reſpect of Perſons, Tongues, Tribes, or Nations; and 
.any one, who will heartily comply with the Goſpel-terms, 


which are neither grievous or impoſſible, he may affure 


himſelf of Succeſs, any Decree nor Sentence of Reprobation 


* \ 


CONS ro 
find no other Kind of Election, in Holy Write, but, be 
that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. I find all the 
Sons of Adam equally invited to this Faith and Baptiſm, 
without exception or Diſtinction; and, as I ſaid before, 
I hope none will be ſo blaſphemous, as doubt the lincerity 
of GO D's earneſt Calls and Invitations. | "I 
I know, Sir, The Scriptures inſiſted on, for your com- 
fortable and beloved Scheme, are, principally, the ix. and 
| Ki. of the Romans, with ſome other obſcure Paſſages of St. 
Paul's Epiftles, wherein, as the Apoſtle St. Peter expreſſes 
it, there are many Things hard to be underſtood, which they 
that are unſtable, wreſt, as they do likewiſe the other Scrip- 
© Fures, to their own Deſtruction. But, for my own Part, 
I can ſee no ſolid Ground, after comparing the Scope and 
grounds of the Apoſtle's reaſoning, with the Jews and 
Gentiles, that any ſuch Senſe or gloſs can be put upon 
theſe Texts, without doing Violence to the general Scope 
and Meaning: But that GO D, in his righteous Judge- 
ments, had determin'd the Deſtruction of the Fewi/h 


State and Nation, for their obſtinate Infidelity, in reject 


ing the Lord of Glory, who made to them the firſt profer 
of his Mercy and Goodwill towards Mankind : For which 
Obſtinacy, GOD tells them, that he would plant their 
Nation and Country with Gentiles, and that they ſhould 
be, as Vagabonds, ſcattered abroad on the Face of the 
Earth, without any earthly Inheritance: Which Predicti- 
on we ſee literally fulfilled with our Eyes. The beſt and 
moſt Judicious Authors, that ever I read on that Subject, 


eſpecially Dr. Sherlock, in his learned Diſcourſe upon Pro- 


vidence, ſtretches the Subſtance of the Apoſtles reaſonings, 
in theſe forecited Chapters, no further than the temporal 
Deſtruction and Diſſolution of the Fewiſh State and Nation: 
But not to the eternal Reprobation and final Deſtruction 
of their Souls, from Eternity ; theſe are his expreſs Words 
on that Paſſage, and, for my Part, I think his Judgement as 
much to be depended on, as moſt of human Judgements; 
not exccpting our famous Reformer, and Scots Apoſtle, 
John Knox, I preſume I may almoſt venture to add John 
Calvin. | | 
e Now, 


* 


( 12 


Now, Sir, I have inſiſted the longer, in ſhowing the 5 


tidiculouſneſs and inconſiſtency of this Doctrine, with all 
the Declarations and Invitations of GOD to Mankind, 
through the whole tenor of his holy Word, becauſe, to my 
certain Knowledge, as I have already hinted, it hath been 
attended with very bad and diſmal Cunſcquences, upon the 


Minds of weak, mellancholly and ignorant People, Which 


make up the far greater Part of Mankind. I really knew 


2 Perſon, a diſtant Relation of my own, who was of extra- 
ordinary Repute, for her Zeal in attending all publick Or- 


dinances, and made no ſcruple to travel ten Miles to an 
Occaſiong>as they commonly term it, and communicated 


very often every Year 3 which, of it ſelf, was certainly 
commendable : But, by an unlucky Chance for her, ſome 


extraordinary, gifted Brother, at ſome of theſe Occaſions, 
plunged ſo deep in the ſecret Decrees of GON, concern- 


ing the Myſtery of Election and Reprobation, that, by 


his Diſcourſe, this Perſon's Mind became fo overwhelm'd 
with Melancholly and anxious Thoughts about the State 
of her Soul, that all the after Means that were uſed to calm 


her Mind, and give her Comfort, proved quite Uſeleſs; 
for ſhe could never be brought from the Thoughts of her be- 


ing amongſt the Number of the Reprobated from all Eter- ; 


nity, and that Salvation it ſelf could not ſave her: Which 


wrought ſo ſtrongly on her Imagination, That, notwith- 


ſtanding all the Care and Caution uſed by her Husband, and 


others about her, ſhe found Means to put an End to her mi- 
ſerable diſconſolate Life, by her own Hands: And, I am 
afraid, ſhe is not the only Perſon that has ſplit upon that 


Rock. This is one inſtance of a very diſmal Conſequence, 
that I have condeſcended on, as the Fruit of your Election 
and Reprobation Doctrine. I am perſuaded, it will puzzle 
you, and all the Divines in Veſtminiſter, who compoſed 
your Confeſſion and Catechiſms, were they alive, to conde- 
ſcend upon one good Conſequence that ever proceeded from 
that Doctrine, ſince it was firſt eſpouſed. 


Sir, tho' I have ſhewn the inconſiſtence of your Doc- 


reprobating the reſt of Mankind, with all the Declar?tions 


trine of eternal peremptory Decrees of electing ſome, and 


of GOD's Promiſes, Oaths and Threatnings in his holy 


Word 


* x als. mw.” on... &« a at 


ty: 


Word Vet I would not be added. as if 1 denied the 


Preſcience of GOD: For 4nown unto him are all his 


Works from the Beginning; and as he is a pure, infinite 
Spirit, without Parts or Paſſions, exiſting from Eternity, of 


whoſe Nature and Perfections, the moſt eminent Saint, 


while in this Body, can form but very weak and imperfect 
Ideas, further than he hath been pleaſed to make himſelf 


known in his revealed Word, and by his Works of Creati- 


on and Providence, which are indeed ſo clear and manifeſt 
to every rational Creature, that all Mankind, are left 


without Excuſe; as well Heathens as Chriſtians, who do 


not attend to and contemplate the Works of his Hands: 
For he hath not left himſelf without a Witneſs, in that he 


gives us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons. But 

yet, in my Judgement, there is a great difference betwixt 

Toreknowledge, of what will come to paſs, and predecree- 
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ing it; as for inſtance, GOD did certainly foreknow, That 
Man would fall from his State of Innocence; tho?, I think, 
it would be blaſphemous, to ſay, that he peremptorily de- 


creed and ordained it: For in that Caſe, the firſt pair did 
nothing but what they eould not avoid: I ſhall allow any 
Man to make the Inference, 9 


Nay, there is even a kind of preſcience competent to 


Men; as ſor Example, a arent may foreſee that a prodi- 


gal Child, who will take none of his Counſel, nor obey a- 


ny of his Precepts, but, in ſpite of all Admonition, will 
run frowardly on in a Courſe of Debauchery, without con- 


troul; I ſay, that a Parent may foreſee the End of ſuch a 


Courſe of Life; that without Repentance, and returning 
as the Prodigal did, and making a ſincere acknowledgement 
of his Sin and Folly, ſuch an obſtinate, incorrigible Child 
mult certainly come to Deſtruction in the End: And yet, 
the Parent altogether clear and innocent of his Child's 
Ruin and Deſtruction. 23 8 — 

True it is, There is no compariſon betwixt the Foreknow- 


ledge of GOD and that of Men; for Man can only 
judge and know from what he ſees, and only draw Con- 

\.. ſequences of what muſt happen from ſuch a Conduct of 
Life: But to GOD it was known, from the Beginning, 


© What kind of Life every individual would lead, and who 
. | would 
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would obey | his Laws, and who would reject his Merciesz 
tho' all hal them tendered to them. But this Fore-know- - 
lege does neither prove nor argue, G OD's laying any of 
his Creatures under a neceſſity, by any peremptory Decrees 
or irreſiſtable Power, to do either good or evil, but by free 
choice : And conſequently, as Man is accountable for his 
Actions done in the Body, he has likewiſe freedom of will 
to choice the good and eſchew the evil; for were it other- 
wiſe, it muſt be granted, that Man lies under x Decree of 
Fate and neceſſity, and cannot move one Step, but accord- 
ing to the determinate Decree, either in doing good or evil: 
The Abturdity of which, methinks, will appear to any 
Man endued with common Capacity. 

Whatever may be the ſecret Counſel, or Decrees of. 
GOD concerning his Creatures, I think * tis jmpertinent 
to ask, or curiouſly to enquire, It ſeems a Heathen 
thought no leſs, when he ſays, mitte arcana Dei, &c. 
And Moſes, that great Lawgiver, notwithſtanding all the 
Freedom that GOD was pleas' d to allow him, ſo as to ſpeak 
with him Face to Face, as one Man does to another, yet 
His Doctrine is, Deut. xxix. ver. 29. That ſecret Things 
belong to GOD, and only Things revealed to us and our 
Children, that we may do all the Words of his Law, If 
this Text either favours or vindicates that Queſtion in your 
Catechiſm, viz. What are the Decrees f GOD? lown 
my ſelf very ignorant of what I read. As I think the 
Queſtion impertinent, fo I think the Anſwer ridiculous, 
af not impious: for I am certain, there are thouſands of 
Villianies, commited every Day, in the World, both in 
Private and publick, that although GO D, for the wiſe 
Ends of his Providence in governing the World, permits 
and ſuffers the Actors to grow, as Taers among the Wheat, 
till Harveſt, yet, I think, *tis impious either to think or 
teach, that G OD either fore-ordained or decreed them, 
I ſuppoſe, i it is the Opinion of every one, that to decree or 
ordain any Thing, implies an Approbation of the Thing 
ordained or decreed. I leave the Application | to the 
CAGE Common 
Sir, I muſt tell you, that I am neither aſhamed, nor a- 
_ aid to diſſent from the, generally, received Opinions of 
e — = any 
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any Society of Men, providing, that after examination, to 
he beſt of my Knowledge, I find them inconſiſtent with 
O D's revealed will; and the Reaſon which GOD 
hath given me: Now *tis plain from his Word, that we 
ought to forbear, curiouſly to pry into his Secrets ; and if 
his hidden Counſel and Decrees from Eternity are not Se- 
crets, I know not what is ſuch. . 5 
Now, Sir, I have finiſhed what I intended on this 
Head of Doctrine, tho? it is not the only one; in which we 
are not agreed: ſuch as your confin'ꝗ Charity to Infants dy- 
dying in noneage, where Salvation is only allow'd ts thoſe 
you call the Children of the Elect, or believing Parents. A 
very ſtrange notion in my Opinion, of the Worth and Me- 
rits of CHRIST 's Blood, and extenſiveneſs of that Redemp- 
tion he purchaſed thereby: As if Adam's Sin were more 
powerful than CHRIS T's Blood. Sure we are, that ian 
Adam wwe all died; and I think, *tis no leſs certain, That 
all who are baptiſed, dying before committing actual Sin, 
by the Merits of CHRIS T's Blood, ſignified by 
Water in Baptiſm, for the waſhing away of original Guilt, 
are actually ſaved. Sure I am, the Ward of GOD no 
where condemns any of Adam's Race, but obſtinate Inf» 
dels and impenitent Sinners, and ſuch as are actual break- r 
ers of GO D's Law: Which Infants, dying in noneage, 
are incapable of. : | 5 | 
| It appears indeed, that ſome of your Clergy lay no great 
ſtreſs on the Efficacy of that Sacrament, when they can 
ſcarce be prevailed with, to leave their warm Rooms, even 
at ſeaſonable Hours, to go to Houſes, where weak, and ap- 
parently, dying Infants are ; but muſt have them to a Kirk 
on a Preaching Day; as if a Kirk, or the preſence of a 
Congregation were of the Eſſence of Baptiſm : nay, will 
let them die in the Kirk, if their long ſpun Lectures or 
Sermons be not ended, which has been the Caſe oftner 
than once in this Country; and it is ſaid to have been the 
Caſe in Edinburgh, even ſince the Revolution “. IT 
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- And if it chance, that a Child is begot in Fornication of 
Adultery, the poor innocent, who has no Acceſſion to the 
Sin, muſt be deprived of the Benefit of that ſacred Inſtituti- 
on, until all the Preliminaries are ſettled about the Cuttie- 
fool, if the Child ſhould die in a Moment. * Tis true, if 
the Offenders be Perſons of Rank and Condition, there is 
a $alvo provided by the Preſbyterian Pope, (the Kirk Trea- 
furer) who hath an unlimitted Power to diſpence Indulgen- 
ces, for the Works of Darkneſs, to all that tip him Hand- 
ſomely. For my own Part, I am very much in Opinion 
with King FAMES the VI. who, in a Conference he 
happened to have with one Mr. Robert Bruce, a Miniſter 
in thoſe Days; Mr. Bruce told the King, that he did not 
think, that Infants dying unbaptized, were damned. To 
which the King replied, It may be fo, but I think ſuch of 
vou wha refuſe Baptiſm, on any pretence Whatever, when it 
$i reguered, eught tobe damned; ́b 8 
have no ſcruple in thinking, that the Guilt and Pollu- 
tion of Original Sin is fully waſhen away in Baptiſm, pro- 
vided this Sacrament be adminiſtred by Perſons duly, and 
Canonicall) ordained to that holy Office. Such as die un- 
baptized, and the Children of Heathen Parents, dying in 
Noneage, I leave them to the Merey of GOD, which is 
Infinite, and ſurpaſſing our Conceptions ; hoping even tho 
beſt of theſe ; but ſhail determine nothing anent their 
State, as the Scriptures are ſilent concerning them. Y 
There is another point of Doctrine, ſtrenuouſly held forth 
by your Divines, in which J humbly differ from them, 
viz. their denying Man the Uſe and Freedom of Mill, and, 
Pore ſay, even the Exerciſe of Reaſon : Refuſing him the 


Power, Ability or Freedom of choice, or doing any Thing 
as a free, rational Creature or Agent, but as he is, irreſiſ- 
ribly acted upon and moved by a neceſſitating Force and 
Power. Which Doctrine, in my Opinion, makes the moſt 
Exalted Creature, of this lower World, no better than a 
Block of Wood or Stone, that cannot move, till put in 
motion by fome exterior Force. Now, Sir, That Man 
did not make himſelf, is certain; that Man hath nothing 
of himſelf, but what he hath received from the Author of 
his Being, is as certain. That tis in GO N, who gave him 
5 Breath; ; 
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Breath, that he lives, moves and has his Being : And that 
every good and perfect Gift comes from the Father of 
Light; as [| preſume, is agreed on by all that believe, in 
GOD and a Providence. But the Difterence lies in this, 
that | believe, that GOD hath furniſhed me, and every 
rational Man and Woman, with ſufficient Talents, and 

' Abilities to go forth and Labour in his Vineyard: And 
that by improving theſe Talents and Gifts of Reaſon, 

Underſtanding and Will, Sc. I daily ſeek after more 
Grace, which as a reaſonable Creature, I am obliged 
to do, it being both my Duty and Intereſt; which if 
I fail to do, G O D hath no where in his holy Word 

Z bound himſelf, by any Promiſe, to beſtow them on me. 
GOD, when he enumerates all the Bleſſings that he 
would pour down upon the Nation of the Jews, fays, For 
all theſe Things I will be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael. 
Tertullian ſays, That neither the Reward of Good, nor 
Puniſhment of Evit, would juſtly be adjudged to ſuch a Man, 
who ts found either good or evil by neceſſity ; and not by free 
| will and choice. St, Ferom ſaith, GO bath made us 
with liberty of Will, neither are we drawn by Neceſuy rx 
„either to Virtue or Vice, otherwiſe where Neceſſity takes 

Place, there is neither Damnation nor Crown. St. Bernard 
faith, it is only a Will free from Compulſion and neceſſity, 
which maketh a Creature capable either of Rewards or Pu- 
niſbments. Now, Sir, theſe are only a few Quotations 

from eminent and renowned Fathers, whoſe . orthodox 
principles, 1 ſuppoſe, few will queſtion 3 who all concur, 
In one Sentiment, in afferting the Freedom and Liberty 
of Man's free choice, as a rational Agent, under the In- 
ſpection of his Creator, who hath furniſhed him with Wea- 
pons ſuitable to his Warfare, and hath promiſed him till 
more Grace and Help in Time of need, if he faithfully uſe 
that which he hath already given him: You ſee the Opi- 
nion of theſe antient Fathers on this point; and how far 
they differed from ſome of our Moderns, who as I ſaid be- 
fore, deny to Man the Power of doing any good, but 
what he is, forcibly, neceſſitated to do. ; 
Sir, there is one plain Text of Scripture, that I think 
will admit of no Comment, for the Words, literally tak- 
"I. plainly hold forth, that GOD hath vouchſafed Suffici- 
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ciency of Means to all Men whereby they may be fave; 


if they are not wanting to themſelves : Otherwiſe, I can- 


not conceive, how it can be ſaid, with Truth, that GOD. 


will have all Men to be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge 
of the Truth, as in 1 Tim. ii, and 4. Or, that he is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
Repentance, as in 2 St. Pet. iii. and 9. Or, that he deſir- 


eth not the Death of him that dieth. Ezek. xviil- 32. 


For doubtleſs, he is not willing that all Men ſhould be ſav- 
ed, who fir/t, knowing that they cannot be ſaved with- 
out ſufficient Means and Abilities beſtowed upon them, 
by himſelf; And 24ly, That he is able, without the leaſt 


Inconvenience to himſelf, to grant theſe Means unto 


them, and yet ſhall refuſe them; nor can he be ſaid, not 
to deſire the Death of him that dieth, unleſs he vouchſafe 
eth ſufficient Means to prevent his Dying, being able, 
without Prejudice to himſelf to afford them. 


I wiſh that they who, at any Rate, will take upon them 


the Charge of Sous, would take Care, what Doctrines 
they advance; that, at leaſt, they may not be repugnant 
to GO D's plain Declarations, who plainly declares, that 
he wills all Men tabe ſavgd. And yet ſome Men teach, 
that he hath in his ſecre& Decree determined a very ſmall 
Number to be ſaved. But, ſure I am, from the Declara- 


tions, Promiſes. and Threatnings, made by G OD in his 
Word, that he not only wills, but likewiſe affords ſuſh- 


cient Means and Strength, whereby all Men may be ſav- 
ed, if they will but improve the Talents GOD hath given 


them: And not quench nor reſiſt the Motions of his Holy - 
Spirit, and their own Reaſon ard Conſcience, which 1s 


the Candle of the LORD lighted in Man, and reject the 
Counfel of GOD againſt themſelves. All this Man, as 
a free Agent, may do ; and, to the great Diſgrace of hu- 
man Nature, too many daily do it. But to what is this 
owing? To no ſecret Decree, Iam certain. re 


GOD hath been pleaſed to fet Life and Death before us, 
and put it fairly in our own Power, as rational Creatures, 


to choice this Day whom we will ſerve. Though GON 


makes the Offer of Salvation to every Man, without Re- 


ſpect of Perſons, and likewiſe hath promiſed, upon Man's 
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doing his Part, to afford the Means thereof; yet he for- 
ces Salvation on no Man. Though he made us without 
our Knowledge and Conſent, yet he will not fave us a= 
gainſt our Wills. What ever Service or Obedience we 
yield to him, muſt come from a willing Mind: For GOD 
loves a chearful Giver, He will have no forced nor con- 
rained Service, but what proceeds from a free, rational 
choice and a willing Mind: The whole Tenor of GOD's 
Promiſes run in a Strain, that ſuppoſe Men to have both 
| Reaſon and Power to comply with them. Men do not 


' deſire lame Men to walk; nor blind Men to ſee : much 


leſs does the Almighty order his Creatures to perform that, 
under Pain of Damnation, which, he knows, they have 
neither Power nor Ability to perform. From which I in- 
fer, that tho' all Men are not ſaved, tis neither for want 
of Means, Power or Ability ; but want of Will and In- 
clination. For, ſays our bleſſed Saviour, and ye will not 
come to me, that ye may have Life. The pooreſt of us 
gets one Talent; and if we improve that, we ſhall be ac- 
cepted: For GOD accepts a Man according to what he 
hath, and not according to what he hath not, For the 
- Scripture holdeth forth this Rule of Equity, e whom much is 

given of them much will be required, This plainly includes in 

it two Rules of like Equity, viz. That to whom little is 

given, of him little will be required; 24%, That to 
whomſoever nothing is given, ſuch as Ideots from their 
Birth, of ſuch nothing will be required, I mean, as preſ- 
table by them to their Juſtification or Salvation, GO 
ends no Man a Marſare on his own Charges; neither is he 
a hard Maſter, to reap where he hath not ſoum. 

The Sc* ipture repreſents the Condition of all Mankind, 

as well thoſe that ſhall, as thoſe that ſhall not be ſaved, in 

the Parable of the Talents: In which we hear of none 
Called to account, but ſuch as had received Talents one or 
more; they who had received more, brought accounts of 
proportional Improvement, and were Commended accord- 
ingly, and rewarded: He who received only one, is ſe- 
verly reprehended by his Lord, and commanded to be caſt 
 intoutter Darkneſs, as an unprofitable Servant: who, in- 

cad of improving, hid His Talent in the Earth. 3 


„ 
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Falents muſt be ſuppoſed to be all of one and the ſame 
kind (tho' not of the ſame Number) and thereſore equally 
capable of Improvement; otherways the Sentence of Con- 


demnation againſt him who received one Talent, and 


went and hid it, would have been very unreaſonable and 


| hard, if it had been impoſſible for him to have improved it. 


Which would have imply'd, that a poor Wretch was con- 
demned for not doing, what was impoſſible for him to do. 

Iſhall only add one Obſervation more upon the Li- 
berty wherewith CHRIST hath made us free, which is 


this, That as GOD hath made Man an accountable Crea- 
ture, he hatFendued him with Reaſon, freedom of Action 
and Liberty of Choice. „% „„ 


I ſhall next ſhow, in as few Words as poſſible, the bat 


Effects and Conſequence of the oppoſite Doctrine. 


The Scripture every where repreſenteth the Doctrine of 
dur Savionr, as a Doctrine according to Godlineſs; and as 
every Way juited to advance Virtue, and the ſocial Duties 


of Life among Men: And, in a Word, univerſal God- 


lineſs in the World. Now every Doctrine or Opinion, 
whoſe Tendency is to promote Godlineſs among Men, 


muſt, of Necellity, correſpond and bear Affinity with the 


Goſpel: As on the contrary, what Doctrine ſoever is 


directly either deſtructive or obſtructive of Godlineſs, 


muſt, of Neceſſity, be Error. Now, as far as I am able 
to judge, that Doctrine which avoucheth every Perſon of 
Mankind to be, through the Grace of G OD, and the 
Purchaſe of our Redeemer, inveſted with Power and Abi- 
lity to Repent and believe, is of an expreſs and powerful 


Tendency toward the Advancement of true Religion and 
 Godlineſs, On the contrary, that Doctrine which tends 


to put Men into a conceit and belief, that they are bound, 
Hand and Foot, and cannot ſo much as make one Step to- 


wards Repentance, till they are moved and acted upon by 
Tome irreſiſtible Power and Force, yea, that they may La- 


bour all the Days of their Lives to believe, and yet die Im- 
penitent, and periſh eternally ; I cannot but judge ſuch a 
Doctrine, to be as much an Enemy to all true Religion and 


Godlineſs, as can well be imagined : For it quencheth that 


Spirit in Man, which principally provoketh to Action; and 
without 


„ 
without which all other Motives are dull and dead (I mean 
the Spirit of Hope by endeavours to obtain) as St. Auſtin 
faith, Me abominate the Blaſphemy of thoſe, who teach, that 
any Thing is comnanded of G O D, which is impoſſible, and 
that the Commands of G O D cannot be performed by any par- 
ticular Man, but only by all Men together. And St. 
Baſil faith, That it is impious to teach and affirm, that the 
Prece ts of the Holy Ghoſt are impaſſible. So, Sir, you 
fee the great Aſſerters of, and Martyrs for, the Chriſtian 
Religion of Old, found it no leſs than Blaſphemy to teach 
or maintain ſuch Doctrines. As our modern Pretenders to 
the ſtricteſt Orthodoxy, cry up, as the great Aſſerters and 
Magniſiers of the Grace of GOD, by denying Man the 
Freedom of Action and Exerciſe of Reafon. 
Now, Sir, I have finiſhed what J deſigned on the three 
foregoing Heads, viz. Your Doctrine of abſolute and e- 
| ternal Decrees of Election and Reprobation, your Doctrine 
| anent Inrants dying in Non-age, your Doctrine of irreſiſt- 
ible Grace, and denying Man the Power or Will of free 
Agency: Nay, I may ſay, the free Exerciſe of Reaſon. 
I might add a great deal more, were it not, that I intend 
as much Brevity as the Nature of the Subject will admit 
of, to make my reaſoning underſtood by any into whoſe 
Hands this ſhort Eſſay may come. Mean time, I preſume, 
J have ſaid ſufficient, to convince any unprejudiced Man 
of the Ridiculouſneſs, and Inconſiſtency of ſuch Doctrines 
(as they are taught in your Confeſſions and Catechiſms) with 
all the repeated Declarations of Almighty GO D to Man- 
| Kind, almoſt in every Line of the ſacred Pages. 
4 I know it will be objected by the Adverſaries, that this 
Doctrine too much magnifies the Creature, and is apt to 
fill it with Pride, on account of its natural Powers and Fa- 
culties. To which, I anſwer, No, it only magnifies the 
Power and Goodneſs of GOD, who, to manifeſt and ſhow 
forth his Power and Glory, was pleaſed to create a Being, 
that he hath endued with Reaſon, and ſo many noble Pow- 
ers and Faculties, of Underſtanding and Will, inſomuch, 
that he hath not his Equal in all this lower World, but 
made Lord of all other Creatures: But eſpecially, by his 
further manifeſting both his Power and Grace in repairing 
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again, by the Second, what was loſt in the firſt Adam. 1 
do not want Objections to ſeveral others of your Doctrines, . 

ſuch as your teaching; That 7:/idelity or Difference in Re- 
ligion does not make void the Magiſtrates Right, nor is any 
Juſt Caufe for the People to Rebel or withdraw their Al- 
legiance. But, as your Predeceſſors were very active and 
_affiſting, in taking off the Head, and murdering one of 
your Kings, whom all Men muſt allow to have been as 
true and knowing a Proteſtant, as ever ſwayed the Sceptre 
of Pritajn, as you likewiſe concurred in depoſing another 
of your Kings, allennarly, on the ſcore of Difference in 
Religion, from which Conduct, it appears, you lay no 
great Streſs on that Article yourſelves, altho* you both ſign 
and ſwear to it; and therefore I ſhall not further inſiſt on 
it, but proceed to, We ers : . 
Mju ſecond general Objection, viz. the Validity of the Miſ- 
Hon of theſe you call your Clergy ; whether their Ordinati- 
on and Succeſſion be truly Canonical, and ſuch as inveſt 
them with a Power to adminiſter the Sacraments, abſolve 
Penitents, Sc. Whether, I ſay, they are really the Suc- 
ceſſors of thoſe, whom CHRIST promiſed to be with, to 
the End of the World. TRE 

That you, Reverend Gentlemen, have not the leaſt Pre- 
| tence or Title to any ſuch Rights, by Succeſſion, I ſhall 

endeavour to make as clear and evident, as that the Sun 
Mines, in my Proſecution of this Head. 3 
Succeſſion being the divine Charter of the Goſpel Prieſt- 
hood, under the New Teſtament, as well as it was of the 

HAaronical Prieſthood under the Old, therefore, I think, it 
concerns every one, who ſets up for a Miniſter to be ſure 
of his Evidence : Yea, it likewiſe Concerns the People, 
who are under their Care, to know and enquire, whether 
Or not they live under the Conduct of ſuch a Miniſtry, as 
may lawfully preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, and 
perform all other Parts of the Miniſterial Function, which, 
Ithink, can be no otherwiſe done, without being guilty of U- 
furpation upon the Prięſ bood, but by Apoſtolical Succeſſion. 
Nov, Sir, if a Presbyterian Miniſter tells me, that 
their Presbytery ſucceds that Presbytery mentioned by Ti- 

anathy, I ſhall ask him, uomodo frobas? How do you 
prove 


| „ Re 
prove that, more than a Jeſuit, were he fo ridiculous as to 
;allert, That his Order was in the Days of Moſes, from that 
Scripture in Numb. xxvi. 44. where it is ſaid, of Jeſui 
came the Family of the Jeſuits? For neither of them can 
produce Catalogues of their Succeſſion. It is no Difficulty 
to condecſcend upon the Time when Presbyter;, Jeſui- 
tiſm, and Socinianiſin began, and that was, according to the 
- Moſt authentic Accounts, about 14 or 1500 Years after 
the Days of the Apoſtles: From whence I infer, that the 
Church Government that laſted longeſt, and hath been moſt 
univerſal in Europe, Aſia, and Africa; the beginning where- 
of we cannot trace in any Age betwixt usand the Apoſtles, 
That! think, ſhould be the Government that did preſerve the 
Faith, that was once delivered to the Saints; and tranſmit- 
red the ſame to Poſterity. And that is the only Covern- 
| ment to which Chriſt, the Head of his Church, gave that 
| Promiſe, that He would be with to the End of the Warld, 

| and that e Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt, For 
| my own Part, I think, they have a dreadful Account to 
ake, who, wilfully, ſhut their Eyes againft Light, and 
make their Followers ſwallow down, for undoubted Ora- 
cles, falſe Maxims and erroneous Gloſſes, on true and plain 
Scripture Texts. I ſhall only briefly hint at ſome popular 
Tricks, whereby poor ignorant and well meaning People 
are impoſed upon, and miſlead. ; 
The Firſt is, the calling Epiſcopacy, Popery; or, at 
leaſt, near a Kin to it, is what is very common in our 
form It being their uſual Way, to give odious Names 


to what they intend to make hateful in the Eyes of their 
Followers and Admirers. And I think it. was very un- 
worthy in John Knox, in his pious and ſerious Treatiſe of 
Faſting, in his Book of Common ''rayer, printed at Edin- 
burgh, 1635, to expreſs himſelf in theſe ill- natured Invec- 
tives, Popes, Cardinals, and horned Biſhops, witha View 
co raiſe monſtruous Ideas in the Heads of the giddy Multi- 
tude ; and make the ſacred Inſtitution of Biſhops, odious, 
His pretended Succeſſors, in our Day, call retormed E- 
piſcopacy, Popery; tho' the moſt learned and judicious of 
your Clergy are ſenſible, that the Church of England is the 
only Bulwark againſt Popery in theſe three nn 
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The ſecond inſtance of their abufing the People, 
making them believe, that the Advocates for Epiſcopacy 
draw their Arguments more from human. Writings that 
from the Word of GOD. To which I anſwer, there 
can be nothing more falſe ; for it is no difficulty, to make 
the divine Right of Epiſcopacy very plain and unqueſtion- 
able, from the Authority ot both old and new Teftament, 
The Subordination of the High Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites 
in the old Teftament, was never changed®by our Saviour, 
to a Parity in the New; nay the Contrary was fortold by 
the Prophet T/a. Ixvi. 21. I will take of them for Prieſts and 
| Levites, ſaith the Lord. Here was an Imparity foretold to 
be in the new Teftament : tor I ſuppoſe none will contra» 
dict, but that the Prophet had the N. Teſtament times in 
view, through the whole tenour of that Chapter. In Con- 
ſequence of which Prophecy, Our Savicyr, who was to 
fulfil all Prophecies, took into his own Colledge, twelve A. 
poſtles, which were, in order and degree above the 70 
Diſciples ; here is plainly, one Rank, or Degree, of Cle 
* gy above another, both in Power and Dignity, whom our 
Saviour himſelf governed, when pertonally on Earth, 
He deputed the higher Order to govern his Church, af- 
ter his Aſcenſion : and it is beyond diſpute, from As vi, 
6. and viii. 4. That theſe Apoſtles conferred a Power up 
on Men, that were, before, full of the HoLy GHOST 
to ſhare with them in the Government, and that by a ſi 
nificant Ceremony of Inpoſition of Hands, but not to a 
equal Share with themſelves : For Philip, the | them 


converted Samarza, to Chriſtianity, and batized them. 
but could not lay Hands on them, for that belonged to] 
higher Office, as is plain from the forecited Paſſages. 
It is likewiſe plain, beyond diſpute, that St. James way 
Biſhop and Governour of the Church of Feruſalem ; it 
which, according to ſome, there were 30000 Chriſtians, 
for he preſided Authoritatively in the firſt general Coun? 
cil, Aets xv. Nay, further allowing the Preſbytery mention- 
ed, I Tim. iv. 14. to be a Society of Prefbyters without a- 
ny of the Apoſtles, which, by the by, is contradicted by 
erom and Calvin, both pretended Patrons for Parity, yet 
 Timthy's Ordination was mainly the Act of St. Paul, who, 
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Himſelf, calls it, the laying on of his own Hands, 2 Tim: 


i. 6, and in the Poſtſcripts to St. Paul's Epiſtles to him, 


which are certainly very antient, he is tiled the fir/? 
Biſhop of the Epheſians. EN | 
That Epiſcopal Ordination and Juriſdiction hath expreſs 


Warrant in Holy Scripture, appears further from Titus i. 


5 5. For this Cauſe, ſays the Apoſtle, left I thee in Crete, 


that thou mighteſt ſet in order the Things that are wanting, 


and ordain Elders (or Miniſters) in every City, I chal- 


lenge all the Preſbyterians, or parity Gentlemen, to find me 
out ſuch a Creature, or Church Officer as a LAY-ELDER, 
in all the New Teſtament ; and, Ipreſume, I run ſmall 


hazard, tho? I ſay the ſame of a Lay-Deacon, 


Philip, that converted Samaria, was a Deacon, but he 
preached and baptiſed. And do you think St. Stephen the 


Deacon was ſtoned to Death for collecting the Offerings on 


Sundays, and diſtributing it among the Poor? I think the 


Scripture ſays more, v/z. That he preached Chri/ boldly, 
in Face of the whole -Sanhedrem, or great Council of the 
Tews ; for which, and not for doing the Office of one of 
our modern Deacons, they caſt him out of the City, and 
ſtoned him to Death. Beſides, Sir, I cannot omit obſery- 
ing, that your K:rk hath changed the apoſtolical Form of 
inaugurating Deacons, as you call them: The Scripture 
tells us, that they being placed before the Apoſtles, after 


Prayer was made, they Jaid their Hands on them ; not that 


they might receive the Holy Ghoft, for they were filled 
with it before; but that they might be {et apart, from a 


Civil, to a ſacred Office in the Church : and that not for a 


Yearor two, as ſome of your Degcons are; who, having 
 Fulfilled their Miniſtry, return to their ordinary Buſlineſs, 
I wonder that Men, who pretend to any Senſe of Religion, 
- ſhould put ſuch a daring vare-fac'd Affront on theſe ſacred 


Orders of Elders and Deacons, as only to keep up the 


bare Name and Number of Church Officers; and that they 
might not fall ſhort of the Number, they employ Lay- 


men, in their feſpective Congregations, by turns; to car- 


ry the holy Veſſels in God's Temple, and diſtribute the 
Elements of the Euchariſt to the People; though they have 
vo more Fitneſs to 9 for that ſacred Office, 


not 
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to ſpeak of their Right or Title, than I have to qualify me 
to be a Miniſter of State, or an Inſtructer of the Hebrew 
Language. But they have this Comfort, that their Au- 
thority is as good ſor their Office, as that of their Inſtruc- 
ters and Teachers is for theirs. „„ 5 

Sure I am, all the Deacons we read of, attended cloſe 
on the Miniſtry ; although they likewiſe had the Overſight 
of the Diſtribution of the Collections for the Poor. Thefe 
xts and others, in that Epiſtle, are ſo plain, that the 
Oppoſers of Epiſcopacy may as warrantably unſcripture 
the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, as unbiſhop themſelves, 
That the periſhing in the Gainſaying of Core (in Jude) 
alluding to an inferior Clergy-man's riſing up againſt his 

Superior in the Church, makes it not impoſſible, but that 
_ Corah's Sin may be committed under the Goſpel, as well 
' as under the Law, 1 1 

The next Scripture Texts I ſhall mention in ſupport of 
the divine Right of Epiſcopacy, are the Epiſtles directed 
by St. 70hn to the particular Angels, Biſhops, or Gover- 
ours of the ſeven Churches of Aſia, which, by the una- 
nimous Conſent of the beſt Interpreters, antient and mo- 
dern, are meant to be the Biſbops of theſe Churches: And 
not a collective Body of Presbyters, as ſome endeavour, 
by wreſting the Texts, to explain them to be. That by 
the Word Angel is meant, ,one individual Biſhop, is fully 
demonſtrated from Hiſtory; and Chriſt himſelf ſhewed his 
Approbation of the Prelacy, which theſe Angels had in 
their ſeveral Churches. And from the very Import of 
_ theſe Epiſtles, it is plain, that the Faults and Blemiſhes of 
_ theſe Churches, are imputed to theſe Angels, under whoſe 
Inſpection and Authority theſe Churches were; becauſe 
they were inveſted with ſpiritual Authority to chaſtiſe and 
reform theſe Abuſes complained of. It is a meer Quible 
to object, that theſe Angels are not called Biſbops in Scrip- 
ture: For Baptiſm and the LORD's Supper are no 
where in the New Teſtament called Sacraments, and yet, 
we think, we expreſs the Senſe of Scripture very agree- 
_ ably, when we call theſe ſacred Inſtitutions by that 
Name. But the Misfortune is, when the Pleaders for Pa- 
_ rity remember, that theſe Epiſtles were directed to the 
Whois 5 | Aſiatic 
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= Alatick Angels, at the very Time when St. Polycarp was 
un Biſhop of Smyrna ; this very Thought ſpoils all the Preſ- 
c. #yterian Gloſs, that they would force on theſe Epiſtles. 
Thus! think, I have made it plain, to any Man that is 
he not ignorant, ſelf-conceited or of yak that Epiſcopal 
be Church-government, by Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, 
OY has the Suffrage and Authority both of the Old and New 
= Teſtament : And that in as clear and conſpicuous a Man- 
= ner, as any other Doctrine therein contained. I ſhall next 
proceed to ſhow, how far it is ſupported by the Fathers 
x) mo Councils of the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 
* ut, 1 1 3 | 
his The great Champions for Parity, or Confuſion, for I 
1 take them to be ſynonimous Terms, ſtart, what they think, 
95 a great Objection againſt the Authority of Fathers and 
or | Councils; for, ſay they, allowing that the Fathers and 
2 Councils declare fo clearly and unanimouſly for Epiſcopacy, 
a yet why ſo great Deference paid to their Authority and 
. | Teſtimony, ſince it is plain from Church-hiftory, that they 


differed in Points of Doctrine: For it is plain, That, even 


_ in the Apoſtles Days, the Church had great Contention a- | 
nd bout Circumciſion ? To which I anſwer, that, tho' ſome 2 
th of them were wrong in differing from the reſt, in Points | 
I, of Doctrine, yet it is far from being a good Conſequence, 

1d that therefore they were all wrong in what they unani- 

ud mouſly agreed in. Will the Contention between St. 

wn. Paul and Barnabas invalidate their Teſtimony in other 7 
of Matters? Beſides, tho' the Writings of the Fathers are 

of not to be held of equal Authority with the canonical Scrip- CO 
ſe | tures, even tho* they were orthodox, yet as we depend 2 
{e upon the Teſtimony of the immediate Succeſſors of the 

nd Apoſtles, for collecting the Canon of the Scripture, han- 

le ded down tp us by Tradition, through all Ages of the 

P” | Church, for it is certain, that the Chriſtian Church did 

10 not, univerſally, fix upon the Number of inſpired Books, 

b. in the Apoſtles Days; for ſeveral Books, that we now re- 

& | Cceive, as canonical, were diſputed by Men of Eminence 

XK | and Authority, after the Deaths of the Apoſtles: I ſay 

= | therefore, ſince we depend upon the Judgment and Inte- 

4 grity of theſe Fathers, in a Matter of ſo great Conſe- 


quence f 


„ 3 
güence, as the collecting of the Hoh Scriptures, how date 
any be fo obſtinate and bold, as diſpute their Judgment 
and Authority, in a Matter of Fact, relating to Church 
Policy and Government, being a Thing that it was impoſ- 
ſible for them to be deceived in, many of them living in 

the very Days of the Apoſtles? 3 
Now, Sir, That they all plainly declare for Epiſcopal 
Government, I ſhall plainly ſhew, from a few of their own 
Writings: and I dare any to quarrel the genuineſs of the | 
Citations; . 3 1 I 
I begin with St. Freneus; his Teſtimony of Polycarp, 
who, he ſays, was Biſhop of Smyrna, when St. Fohit | 
& wrote unto the Angel of the Church of Smyrna, and was 
< himſelf preſent when Polycarp did diſcourſe of his Con- 
s yerſation with St. John; and of theſe Things which he 
* heard from thoſe who had ſeen our Lord JESUS: He 
&« ſays further; that Polycarp was not only taught by the 
& Apoſtles, but that he was alſo conſtituted Biſhop of 
& Smyrna in Aſia, whom we our ſelves alſo did ſee in our 
& younger Age; and he, being very aged, moſt glori- 
s ouſly ſuffered Martyrdom, and he, to whom the Bre- 
e thren give this reſpect, was the moſt honourable Man 
& ofour Times, an apoſtolical and prophetical Doctor; 
s and Biſhop of that Part-of the Catholick Church which 
js in Smyrna.” i 3 1 
The next Authority, for the Divine Right of Epi ſcopa- 
cy, 1 ſhail mention, 1s of St. Ignatius, who was himſelf or- 
dained Biſhop of Antioch by St. Peter; and did ſit in that 
See, when that Epiſtle, to the Angel of the Church of E- 
pbeſus, was commanded to be written: And in the laſt 
Journey which Ignatius made, for the Conſummation of 
his glorious Martyrdom at Roine, he wrote another Epiſ- 
| tle to the ſame Church at Epheſus, in which he maketh 
mention of their, then, Biſhop One/imus : He puts them 
in mind of their Duty, in concurring with him, as their 
- worthy Preſbyters did: And exhorteth them to obey, both 
the Bijhop and Preſbytery, with an undivided Mind. 
In that Journey, St. Ignatius wrote another Epiſtle to the 
Church of Smyrna, ſoluting their Bi/hop and Preſbyters, 
exhorting them to follow their Biy/bop, as CHRIST did 


* 


K 


| , 
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. his Father, and the Preſbyters, as the Apoſtles; and tella 


73 them, that none ought to Adminiſter the Sacraments, or 


in the leaſt meddle with the Church, without conſent of 
the Biſbop. To multiply Authorities from this Father, 
for ſupport of the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, would be ta 
tranſcribe, almoſt, his whole Epiſtles; mean Time, I 


'Y think, from theſe mentioned, it will plainly appear to e- 


very judicious, honeſt Man, that this holy Father, (for 
ſo he may be juſtly tiled, as he ſuffered Martyrdom 


at Rome, for the Chriſtian Faith) declares, Epiſcopa- 


cy to be the only true, Apoſtolical Church Govern- 
ment, and is very careful in recommending to the Pre/by- 
ters, that Subordination and Subjection, they were un- 


der, to their Biſhops, and the deference they ought to pay 


to that exalted Station in the Church, 
It was about the Time of Polycrates, that Tertullian 
publiſhed his Book of Preſcriptions againſt Hereticks; 


Where he avoucheth againſt them, that, as the Church of 


Smyrna had Polycarp, placed there by St. John, and the 


Church of Rome had St. Clement, by St. Peter, fo likewiſe 
the reſt of the Churches did ſhew what Biſhops they had 
received by the appointment of the Apeſtles. 


I ſhall next add an authority or two from St. Cypriang 
Who was Biſhop of Carthage in the year of our Lord 240, 
who, almoſt in every Epiſtle, fully aſſerts the apoſtolical 
inſtitution of Epiſcopacy. In one of his Epiſtles, he hath 


| theſe expreſs Words, Our Lord, ſays he, whoſe com- 


mands we ought to reverence, being to inſtitute the Ep1s+ 
coPAL HoNoUR, ſaid to Peter, Thou art Peter, &c. 


from thence, ſays St. Cyprian, the order of Biſhops and 


conſtitution of the Church does deſcend by the Line of Succeſ- 
fon, through all Times and Ages; and that the Church 
ſhould be built upon the Biſhops : and that it is eflabliſhed 
by the divine Law, that every att of the Church ſhould be 
governed by the Biſhops, And the ſame, St. Cyprian, in his 


Epiſtle to Cornel. ſays, we ought chiefly, my Brother, to 


endeavour to keep that unity, which was enjoined by our 
Lokp, end his Apoſtles, to us thein Succeſſors. The Dea- 
cons ovght to remember, that it was our Lord, who choſe 
the Apoſtles, that is the Biſhops who are now their mu 

an Ceſtors. 


SER... * 


n 


Ee 4 
no? 1 — - e 88 


W UL 
* 4 = us 


n 


. 


* ad * 4 
IPO 3 —_— , 
1 og io ER EO Veer 
— 5 5 «> 


4d P . 2 * * 8 * . 2 : * 2 
8 "LADS : 5 . „ 9 
« <->? * PS.» "oY. A 
: KA * =s. K 
* * I £ . N * „ 
— Cs wo . — 5 — £ a 1 
— 1 po 1 * be o 0 . 1 r , $ wa SD Ro t — 
ARE” 7 — * S . _ 3 38 Ns q apo 5 - 
ps F — SE —— — — . — . 
* N 2 n A * 1 Lr 1 


: ne 
— —.— 
3 rr 

5 SS, 
A 98 . - 
— — 4 ” 


mY => r=" aps . > Y 


- ———— * 


30 
eeſſors. And i in the 7 FR Epiſtle to Ferm. Hp. he ſays, 
The Power of remitting Sins was given to the Apoſtles, and 
fo the Biſhops who ſucceed them. And, writing to the 
Preſbyters and Deacons, he ſays, what Anger ought we not 
to fear from the diſpleaſure of Almighty GOD, when 
ſome Preſbyters, neither mindful of the Goſpel, nor their 
own Station; neither regarding the Judgment of GOD to 
come, nor the Biſhop who is ſet over them, which was never 
done under our Predeceſſors, do arrogate all to themſelves, 


doit the negle, and in contempt, of their Biſhop. I won- 


der what this worthy Father would have ſaid, had he been 
permitted to look into the decent and comely order of our 
General Aſſembly, ſome years ago ; where it was reckoned 


a a piece of great indecency, if there was above fix and thirty 


\ 


Members ſpeaking at one Time. But this by the by. 


Once more, the {ume Cyprian, in his 8th Epiſtle, writes, 
That the Emperor Valerian had wrote to the Senate, That 
the Biſhops, Preſby ters, and Deacons, ſhould be perſecut- 
ed. I could du a number of authorities from other Fa- 
thers and Governors of the Church, all concurring with 
theſe already mentioned: Nay, 1 might cite Calvin, who 
very greatly expatiates on the beauty and good order of E- 


piſcopacy, they were bleſſed with in Eng/and, in a letter 


he writes to the, then, Biſhop of Canterbury: And great- 
ly does he regrete the want of Zp:iſcopal Ordination; 
which, he ſays, he could by no Means obtain, except 


from the Biſhop of Geneva, who was Popiſh, and would 


ſcarcely have given it, ſuppoſe he had been applied to. I 


hope Sir, I have now ſufficiently proven the divine Right of 


| Epiſcopacy, both from the Scriptures, and the univerſal 
conſent and authority of Antiquity. 


I have now finiſhed my Proof upon this Ground of my 
Diſſent, which, J hope, Sir, you muſt allow, is made up 
of no ſophiſtical Quibblings, but plain Scripture Texts, and 
Citations from the moſt renowned Fathers and Martyrs of 

the Church, I think it is a poor Cauſe that muſt be ſuſ- 
tained by ſcrewing plain Texts beyond their genuine Mean- 


ing. I cannot ſay, but I was very much diverted, when 


that Paſſage of the Revelation fell in our ordinary Courſe, 


for Lefure, when out t of the Angel, in the ſingular Num- 
ber, 


3 t. 
ber, they made out a collective Body of, for ought I know; 
twelve Legions of Angels. There is juſt ſuch another 
bare-fac'd Quibble made uſe of, by our Advocates for Pa- 
rity ; and that is, That Byhop and Presbyter ſignify one 


and the ſame Thing, and are promiſcuouſly taken in Scrip- 


ture. I do not know how they may agree in the Engliſh, 
but, ſure J am, there is as great a Difference, in the Origi- 


nal, betwixt Zpiſcopus and Presbyter, as there is betwixt 
1 Magnus and Minor. But all the Arguments, ever I read, 


in ſupport of Presbytery, nay even that elaborate Piece by 
Anderſon, which, forſooth, is thought unanſwerable, are 


no better founded than the ſmall Specimen I have juſt now 


ven ; or that of Barclay's Plea for the DBuakers; when 


Fe is apologizing for their not receiving the outward Signs 


of the Sacraments, becauſe they receive all inwardly and 


ſpiritually ; ſo they will have none of the outward Form, 


or a {ip of Wine or a Piece of Bread, as they call it, or a 
little lape of Water. And ſo likewiſe the Champions for 
Presbytery, or Parity, endeavour to defend their Syſtem 
or Model of Church Government, by forcing Meanings 


upon plain Texts of Scripture, by confounding Names, 


by making us believe the ſingular Number, is the plural; 
but eſpecially by doing what in them lies, to diſcredit the 
Authority of the Fathers, becauſe they very well know, 
their new Scheme and Model is not able to abide the Touch» 
Now, Sir, Theſe are a few of the Tricks and Abuſes, 
by which you and others are impoſed upon, by your Clergy, 
as you call them ; I could adduce a great many more, for 
T am not ignorant of their Devices; But then I ſhould 
ſwell this beyond the ordinary Bulk of an Epiſtle. I ſhall 


| one of ſuch venerable Antiquity, 


only now make a few Inferences, and ſo finiſh this Point. 


My firſt Inference is, ſince Epiſcopacy, as diſtinct from, 
and ſuperior to Presbytery, was in Poſſeſſion, and the uni- 


verſal Government of the Church, in the firſt and pureſt 


Ages of Chriſtianity, and ſince no Records are to be found 
in any Church-hiſtory, Eccleſiaſtical Writings, of Parity, 
or Equality, among the Miniſters of the Goſpel, for 1500 
Years, or thereby, after the Apoſtles, This, I think is 
ſufficient to prove, that Epi/copacy muſt hays been the ve 
ra 7 1 a 


ginal Government; and, conſequently, your beloved Pa. 
rity will be found, by every impartial Searcher after Truth, 
to be nothing elſe, but a meer upſtart Novelty of ſome 
rebellious Presbyters, and a bold Uſ/urpation on the King- 
dom of Chriſt: Eſpecially conſidering, that the whole 
Chriftian World is juſt now Epiſcopal, and hath always 
been ſo, except a {mall Blemiſh, at firſt ike a Wart, but 
now like a Leproſie, that hath oyerſpread the Face of our 
Church, For, VVV 
Take all the Preſbyterians in Geneva, Holland, France, 
and Britain, they will ſtill bear but a ſmall proportion to 
2 the reſt of the Churches which are Epiſcopal. But if theſe 
| few Schiſmaticks, or Diſſenters, be compared with the 
Whole Chriſtian World, they will ſtill appear leſs than a 
pimple on the Face, in reſpect of the whole bulk of the hu- 
man body; or a grain of ſand in the ballance againſt a 
weighty mountain; yea, tho' they whohave rebelled againſt, 
and diflented from, Epiſcopacy, ſhould take unto their fide | 
all who depend upon that uſurping Biſhop of Rome, yet 
even then they will bear no proportion to the vaſt King- 
doms that adhere to Epiſcopacy, and have either caſt off, 
or were never under the Pope's Supremacy. There is the 
vaſt Empire of Ruſſia, which maintain Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, in their Church, and is itſelf more extenſive, than 
all the nations that are preſently under the Papacy; There 
3s the noble Swedes, where you have the true, primitive, 
independent Epiſcopacy, (independent, I ſay, on the State;) 
There is England, Ireland, Denmark, and almoſt all the 
Proteſtants in Germany; theſe I have mentioned are far 
ſupernumerary to all the Papiſis and Preſbyterians in the 
World. The Day hath been, when I could have inrolled 
our own native Country, among the Members of the Ho- 
, catholick and Apoſtolick- Church; but, fince ſhe hath 
now ſhaken off the authority and communion of the Bi- 
Hops, who are the only Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, I am 
much afraid, they will be at a loſs how to make it appear, 
that they are members of the viſible Church. However 
ſimple a Thing a touch of a Biſhop's Hand may. ſeem to 
| Men of lax Principles, ſuch as Deiſtis, Freethinkers, &c, 
3 and with them, I think, I may kennel your zrue-Glue- 
wake a Raepolutloners, 


- 


33. 


*Revolutioners, for they all equally concur and agree in de- 
crying and expoſing the ſacred order of the Prieſthood, 
| witneſs Tindals Rights, &c. and Gordon's Independent 
M big. yet notwithſtanding all the helliſn invectives, theſe 


= Mitcreants have thrown out againſt that ſacred order 


Ing their 


of Men, yet GOD, in all Ages of nis Church, hath 


been pleaſed, fo far to protect them, whom he hath dedi- 
cate to his Temple Worſhip and Service, that no Man, 
of what ever Station, ever adventured to intrude into 


the prieſtly office, but ſuffered ſeverely for their Uſurpa- 
tion: Witneſs King Saul, who would needs ſacrifice to 
the Lord; for which daring affront, offered to GON's 
holy Inſtitution, being a Work that none behoved to per- 


form, but he that was called of GOD, as was Aaron ; 


Therefore the Prophet Samuel tells him, that the LORD 


. had rent his Kingdom from him, An honeſt wellmeaning 


Man, for touching the Ark of G OD, when it was ſha» 


ken by the oxen, was immediately ſtruck dead. King Uz- 


z:ah was ſtruck with leproſie, while the very Cenſer and 


Incenſe were in his Hand, Theſe are dreadful Inſtances 


of GO D's hatred of ſuch as preſume to touch holy 
Things with foul Hands, when they are not lawfully calls 
ed by GOD to adminiſter in that holy Office. There 


fore, I ſay, till your Clergy ſubmit themſelves to that Or- 
dinance of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, by being lawfully 


called to take ſhare of CHRIS T's Miniftry, by receiv- 
mmiſſion from the hands of thoſe wha are in- 
veſted with ſufficient power to give it them, I ſay till your 
Clergy make this Submiſſion, I cannot, in the outmoſt 


ſtretch of Charity, conclude them to be Members of the 


truly catholick, viſible Church, 3 
It is not all their vain Pretenſions to inward calls, ſpiritual 
illuminations, popular gifts and external ſhows of Grace, 


c. Se. yea, it is not all theſe, ſuppoſing them to be ral 
and unfeigned, no nor even the greateſt acquirements in 


human literature, that intitles a Man to preach the Golpely 
or diſpence the holy Sacraments. There is no queſtion, 
but Corah, and his rebellious company of Levites, thought 
themſelves ſufficiently qualified to perform all that the trus 
Priefts and Levites did, in 2 publick worſhip ; and Hoop 


| * : 

not, but, as to any external AQ, they were : Yet you ſee, 

that their Sin, was very ſoon read in their Puniſhment, 
It ſurpriſes me, that «/urping Preſbyters do not tremble, 
when they read that paflage of ſacred write: For certain 
it is, there is no greater reſemblance between any two 
Things, in this World, than a company of uſurping Preſ- 
 byters, convocated without, and againft, the authority of 
their Bi/hops, and Corah and his accomplices, as no Man 
is to adventure upon that high Office, but he that is called 
of GOD, as Aaron was; fo no other call from GOD is 
now to be expected, but that a Man be regularly and ca- 
' Nonically ordained by thoſe, whoſe priviledge it always hath 
been, to communicate that Power to others; I mean the 


It is plain, ſuch a Power was never lodged in any fingle <] 


Preſbyter, or company of Preſbyters, except in theſe baſe 
dregs of time, particularly in the Days of the grand Rebellions 
when both Crown and Mitre were baſely ufurped upon, b 
a lawleſs, hingleſs, prięſtleſs, giddy Mob, and baſely caſt 
to the Ground : To the eternal ſhame and diſgrace of both 
the Engliſh and Scortihh Nations, being a crime of fuch a 
deep dye, that even Time, it felf, is not like to wear out 
the reproach o that horrible and infamous deed. _ 


I am afraid, Sir, Tprove tedious, but I find it impoſſible 
to contract a ſubject, of this import, - fo as to give any to- 


lerable light to the Reader; and therefore J have ufed my 


outmoſt endeavours, to make it as plain and clear as pof- 


fible to the meaneſt capacity, into whofe Hſhds it may 


come: that it may be a mean to open the Eyes Of ſuch as are 


egregiouſly abuſed and impoſed upon, by thefe who take 
upon themſelves, without any legal Goſpel- title thereto, 

the office of Miniſters ; and wellmeaning People, never 
_ doubting of their being bleſſed with as lawful:y commiſſion- 
ed Clergy, as any Church in the World; nay, take their 
own bare word for it, they are more pure than any others : 
tho? they have not the leaſt ſign or mark of that holy ca- 
tholick Church, that was planted by the Apoſtles, and 
tranſmitted to us by their Succeſſors for the fpace 1500, 
years, But what of all that? It paſſes well enough, e 
- pap _—© thoſe 
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thofe who are blinded and deluded on ' account of intereſt, 
and want to deceive others. Now, Sir, 
That you may have as clear a view, as poſſible, of 
this ſacred and holy Inſtitution, of Ordination. In the 
firſt Place to impower any Man, or Society of Men, to 
convey valid Ordination to others, it is neceſſary, that Man 
or Society of Men have valid Ordination themſelves, from 
JESUS CHRIST, the Head and Founder of the 
Chriſtian Church; and this Power muſt be conveyed to 
the Ordainers, either, immediately, from CHRIST 
Himſelf, or by the Mediation of others, who were immedi- 
ately commiſſioned by CHRIST himſelf, and authoriſed . 
to tranſmit this Power to their Succeſſors. Now, I pre- 
ſume, none of the Presbyters, in this or former Ages, will. 
pretend to any immediate Call or Commiſſion from 
CHRIS T himfelf, and as the Ordinations of thoſe who 
Have that Power mediately from CHRIST, at this Dif- 
tance of Time, are only valid, ſo the Ordinations and 
Commiſſions derived from thoſe, who have no Right, by 

Succeſſion, muſt, of Neceſſity, be invalid, void and null 
Our Saviour was fent from Heaven, with full Power and 
Commiſſion to ſend others; again, theſe he commiſſioned 
had the ſame Power committed to them, which Power, 
firſt given by our Savivur, was to continue to the End 
of the World; ſo that this Power of ordaining Officers in 
CHRIS T's Church, may fitly be compared to a River 
divided into many Streams, yet muſt all be derived from the 
Fountain; or like a ſtately Tree, which, though it put 
| forth many Branches, yet they muſt all derive Sap and 


ft Nouriſhment trom the Root. 


I ſhall next conſider the hazardous State of thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, and yet have, by voluntary 
Choice, lopt off themſelves from that apoſtolical Ordination, 
fo plainly ſet forth in GO D's Word, and confirmed by 
the univerſal Conſent and Teſtimony af all the Fathers, 
and is, at this Day, the moſt univerſal Church-Govern- 
ment in the Chriſtian World. L would ſeriouſly adviſe 
ſuch, either Clergy or Laity, as have voluntarly cut off 
| themſelves from he viſible Root of Unity in the Catholick 
Church, which is * to thy — by Submiſſion of the Bi- 


ſhops, 
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Mops, who are the only viſible Surceſſors of the Apoſtles 3 
do conſider how dangerous it may prove, not only to them - 
ſclves ; but to thoſe that are influenced by them, if in the 
End chey ſhall happen to be Miſtaken. How will the Clergy, | 

as they are called, anſwer to GOD, for running in his 
Name, when he did not ſend them? No better, Ipreſume, | 
than theſe Prophets did in the Old Teſtament, whom 
GOD upbraids with their falſe pretended Gifts and Spirit 
of Prophecy: Is the evidence of your Clergy's divine Com- 
miſſion equal to the Danger they run into, if in the End, 
they ſhall be found wanting? Let them only judge here 
by that eternal Law. our Sauieur hath given us, with what 
ſeverity would they judge any who ſhould pretend Autho- 
rity in their Church, . contrary to the preſent Eſtabliſhment ? 
For Inftance, Would they not reckon their licenſed Proba- 
tioners, bold, ſhiſmatical Uſurpers, if they ſhould revolt a- 
gainſt themſelves; and licenſe other Probationers, with- 
out their Concurrence or Authority? Or, if theſe you 
call your ruling Elders, (which, by the by, is a new ad- 
ditional Church Officer, not to be met with in all the New | 

Teſtament) I ſay, if they ſhould take upon them to elect 

or ordain others, I ſuppoſe it would be deemed an Uſurpa- 
tion by your Clergy ; Who tho' they admit them to ſome 
Share in the Government, yet the Power of Ordination 
was never conferred upon them. And is this not the very 
3 Caſe of your preſent Clergy? Though the firſt 
Presbyters, who eſtabliſhed Parity, were impowered by the 
Biſhops, to preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, yet they 
never were inveſted with Power or Authority to ordain o- 
thers+ "Thar Commiſſion being thus, and no more, Be 
thou a faithſul Paſtor and Inſtructer of GOD“, People, 
not one Syllable of any Power to ordain others, to ſucceed 
them, in all their Commiſſion 3 but only to inſtruct the 
People, And it is a contradicting of common Senſe, to 
Hay, that either Layman or Clergyman can confer upon 
others, that which they ate not poſſeſſed of themſelves, 
We fee the civil Government of all Nations have taken 
Care, that no counterfeit, or bad Coin, be impoſed upon 
dhe Liedges; and that none preſume to put the King's 
Laws in Execution, but ſuch Perſons as are — | 
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ty admitted into thoſe Offices, by the proper Officers au- 
thoriſed by the Government for that Purpoſe. From whence 
J infer, that a Company of Presbyters, even allowing them 


to have received Ordination from a Biſbop, have no more 


Power, in a religious Capacity, toordain other Presbyters, 


= than a Company of Heralds, Purſevants, or Meſſengers 


aſſembled would have, in a civil Capacity, to authoriſe 0- 

thers, without the Conſent of the Lord Lyon, their proper 

Superiour. 8 e 8 
We ſee, that all wiſe Nations have taken ſpecial Care, 
at theſe Things which are of moſt Value to the generality: 


of Mankind, ſhould be preſerved from the Policy of every 


bold Intruder; and can we think, that our Savrour hath. 
left the State of his Church ſo imperfect, or ill guarded, as; 


to be new modell'd, clouted and reformed, by every igno- 

rant, headſtrong, bold Pretender to inward: Calls, extra- 
ordinary Gifts. of the Spirit; a great Stock and Talent of 
Pubpit-gifts, Sc, &c, It is true, the Man himſelf may - 
be perſwaded, that he is poſſeſſed of all theſe Extraordi- 
naries; but how will he ſatisfy others, without extraordi- 
nary Credentials? GOD. never ſends any in an extraor- 
dinary Way, without enabling them to work Signs and 


Miracles for convincing Mankind of their extraordinary 
Miſſion: And hath given Rules for diſcerning true, from 
falſe Prophets and Teachers. According to his Rule, when 
will your Presbyters be able to ſatisfy the enquiring World 


of the validity of the Commiſſion? I fee no recourſe 


they have to fly to, to Palliate themſelves, but a bold, 
preſumptuous Pretenſion to an inward, or immediate Call; 
for as to an outward, regulat Call, according to the Scrip- 
tures, the Authority of the antient Fathers, or the Prac« 
tice of the univerſal Church, I ſay, they have no more Rigbt 


to preach, baptize, or perform any other Part of the mini- 
terial Office, than a Company of their honeſt £1gers and 


Deacons have. . 
Strong Pretences to immediate Inſpirations, and divine 


Illuminations were the Means that Afahemet, that grand: 
Impoſtor, uſed to delude the World, and eſtabliſh his falſe; 
Keligion, ſo that theſe, without other Credentials of at 
_ divine Miſſion, ought always to be ſuſpecteel. 


Mr. 
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Nr. Dodwel, in his . Bok of Schiſm, fays, they muſt be 
guilty of Diſobedience to the divine Government, in confer- 
ring authority upon Men, ' as from GOD himſelf, when 
he hath not given them fuch authority; nay, ſays he, in 
eppoſition to all that authority, which appears eftabliſhed a- 
among Men; they muſt be guilty of forging covenants, and 
' counterfeiting the he Seal 0 4 Heaven, for their ratifica- 
tion. Theſe, ſays he, are Sins of a grievous nature and 
of a high preſumption. There is one, who is juſtly rec- 
Loned among the moſt judicious Writers in this age, I mean 
the Author of the Rebearſals, who 1s of Opinion, Baptiſm 
by a Layman or Midwife is more valid than that perform- 
ed by thoſe, who have, willfully and obſtinately, ſeparated 
themſelves from the communion of the Biſhop, who is the 
viſible principle of Unity, and the only bart againſt all Schiſms 
and Innovations in the catholick Church: For, fays he, 
Midwives and Laicks never preſume, but in caſes of great- 
oft neceflity, and with a juſt dependence upon the Church; 
whereas your Clergy pretend a divine commiſſion to tran- 
ſact the evangelical Solemnities of covenanting with him, 
in a direct oppoſition to his v iſible Repreſentatives, the Bi- 
ſhops. Nay, Mr. Dodwel ſuppoſes, That in the caſe of out- 
moſt neceſſity, even that of being caſt into a deſolate Iſ- 
land, it would be preſumption in any perſon, either to aſ- 
fume or confer the Power of adminiſtrating the Sacra- 
ments: Beſides, if any ſhould dare to attempt it, deeds of 
this kind would not be valid nor effectual. 
Now, Sir, in my Opinion, no ſin whatever n 
more in need of pardan, than that of Separation from the 
true, catholick, I cal Church, as it was fettled by 
our Saviour, his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors: and yet, of 
all other Offenders, | I am afraid, they have leaſt reaſon 
to expect it. For, by Schiſm or ſeparation from the holy, 
catholick Church, a Man loſes all the outward means of 


his union with CHRIST, and all the ineſtimable benefits 9 55 


conſequent to that Union. By Schiſn, he loſes his right 
and title to the ſufferings, merits and interceſſion of 
CHRIST, and the Scripture promiſes : Nay, he can 
ſcarce allure "himſelf of pardon, even upon his repentance, 


for as 500g as he <ontinucs diſunited and disjoined from the 
— | 5 e 3 
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Communion of the Church, which is the Body, he can- 
not pretend, upon ſolid grounds, to be united with 
CHRIST, who is the Head. CT 
Perhaps, Sir, you may ſay, this is carrying Matters too 
far, and judging very uncharitably of ſuch as have ſeparat- 
ed from the Epiſcopal or Apo/tolical Church and Commu- 
nion. To which I anſwer, that ſo to judge, is not at all 
uncharitable . For ſuppoſe, a ſet of Men, under the 
vernment of wholeſome Laws, and whoſe ſtation obliges 
them to obedience, to take it into their Heads, from a 
principle of pride and obſtinacy, to rife up againſt their 
awful ſuperiours, and ſay, who made you ruler or judge; 


over us, you muſt not lord it over GO D's Inheritance; 


and from thence ſhould proceed to openRebellion,under the 
ſpecious pretence, that all Men were born free, and ſhould 
ſettle a Parity or Babyleniſh Confuſion, where all were to 
command, but none to obey, would not you judge ſuch 
open Rebels, againſt oomly order and government, the very 
peſts of human ſociety, and that no repentance was ſuſſici- 
ent to purge their guilt, but their ſincere returning to their 
Duty and Allegiance to their lawful ſuperiours ? 
Nou, Sir, this plain Simile will need very little expla- 
nation, but it is plainly applicable to the cafe in hand: 
for Corah, and his Company of Preſbyters, no doubt, 
thought themſelves as well qualified to offer Incenſe, as A. 


| aron or any the Priefts ; And it is juſt fo, in our own Day, 


with our Preſbyters ; for without either the authority or 
concurrence of the Biſhops, who are the only true and viſt» 
ble Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, they take upon them to 
perform all miniſterial acts, to which they have no more 
right or title, than any private Chriſtian in their Pariſh ; 
and there is no promiſe in GO D's Word, that I can fee, 
whereon they can, with any fafety, make their People re- 
ly upon the validity of theſe minifterial Acts, they pre- 
ſume to perform, till they themſelves return into the Ark 
of GOD, the true Body of the Church; and receive proper 
orders and certificates from thefe, whom CHIRST and his 
Apoſtles have appointed to diſpenſe ſuch Commiſſions, _ 
Whatever may be the caſe of foreign Proteſtants, in 
France and other Places, that may really be under a neceſ- 


tity 
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fity of wanting Epiſcopal Ordination, which ſome of the 
moſt judicious of them have greatly lamented, it not being 
in their Power to obtain it, but from Popiſh Biſhops, who 
wee are lure, will not beſtow it, but on conditions of for- 
feiting a good Conſcience; but that's by no means the Caſe, 
with our Presbyters, who might eafily obtain it from Pro- 
t. ant Biſhops, at Home, without the leaft difficulty, or 
ſmalleſt Impoſition on their Conſcience : But ſo far are they 
from yielding, to that which is their indiſpenſible duty, 
that their lofty, proud, revellious ſtomachs diſdain all ſub- 
jection to their lawful Superiours, and brand that facred 


inſtitution of CHRIST, with baſe and unbecoming E- 


pithets, ſuch as Limbs of Antichriſt, Spawn of Rome, and 


what not. Whereas, it is plain from Scripture, from the 
_ concurring teſtimony of the Fathers, and from the univer- 
ſal Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church, for many 
years, before there appeared an wſurping Biſhop, (or Pope} 


at Rome, or yet a John Calvin, at Geneva, that the facred 


orders of Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons were fully eſta- 
bliſhed in the Chriſtian Church. 5 11 95 


Thus, Sir, I have figiſhed what I intended upon this 


ground of my diſſent. I ſhall next proceed to my third 
and laſt general Head, of diſſent, which is your Irreve- 


rence, in GO D's publick Worſhip, and my diflatisfac- 


tion with your Worſhip itſelf; to each of which I ſhall of- 
fer my Objections, and Reaſons of diſſent. But before I 
proceed to this laſt head, it will perhaps be proper to an- 


ſwer a Queſtion, which perhaps may be asked, and it is 


this. How come J, or any to have the aſſurance te attack 


the validity of your Clergy's Ordination, and their Autha- 


rity to diſpence ſealing Ordinances, ſeeing they baue been in 
the poſſeſſion and exerciſe of the ſame, under the, Protection 
ef the Civil Magiſtrates, as the eftabliſhed Kirk of this part 
ef our Iſland, ſince the Reign of William of Naſſau, your 

loriaus Deliverer ? To which I anſwer, That pofleflion 


' 1tſelf does not make a good Right, if not founded on a le- 


gal conveyance, viz. a Charter from the Superiour, and an 
Aſſignation and Diſpoſition from the former Proprietors : 
Both which titles (notwithſtanding their prefent poſſeſſion) 
I think your Clergy is quite deſtitute of For they can haue 
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ward behaviour, and ſeeming 
that GOD in whoſe preſence you appear, and whom 
vou addreſs. I am one of thoſe who think, that ill Man- 


— 


A ( 41 1 
no juſt title, but from CHRIST, the head of the Church, 


and that only, mediately, by apoſtolical Succeſſion : ſa 


that till they return to their duty, in ſubmitting themſelves 
to their lawſul Biſbops, all the civil Sanction they have ig 


not worth a Pin, neither can it give efficacy to any of their 


miniſterial Acts. It is not in the Power of all the Kings 


or Emperors on Earth, nor yet even of the Britiſh Parli- 


ament, by their ſole authority, to ordain one goſpel Mini- 


ſer, of the loweſt order. And if poſleflion alone make a 
good right, it is plain, from what is before proven, that 


the Epiſcopal Clergy have by far the Advantage of yours, 


But, to return, ff. 
My laſt ground of diſſent as I faid before, is your pub- 


lick Worſhip, and your ſeeming Irrever ence thereat in your 
r 


As˖s for your frame of Mind, none can be judge thereof 
but GOD, who ſearches the hearts and trys the reins of 


the Children of Men. My 1 is only to your out- 
difference, with reſpect to 


ners is no part of Religion, and indecency, no proper in- 


7 gredient in publick Worſhip, as the Quaters; nor yet 


fooliſh grimaces and diſtortions of the countenance, as the 


Presbyterians; nor yet fooliſh, idle and inſignificant ce- 
remonies as the Papiſts. Iam not ignorant, that Bodi] 


exerciſe profiteth little; and that it is poſſible, one may 


compliment GOD, very fair, with his tongue, and pro- 


ſtrate very reverently with his body, while, in the mean 
time, of all this ſeeming devotion, his heart may be go- 


ing after vanity, But ſure I am, none can be guilty of 


ſuch groſs diſſimulations, without being diſcerned by GOD, 
who ſees the frame of the Mind, and principally, looks in- 


to the Heart and Mind in all religious addreſſes, both pri- 
vate and publick : It being the heart in duty, that is the 
heart and ſoul of all duties; without which all other ſacra- 


fices are but lie the cutting off aDog*s neck. Yet notwith⸗ 


ſtanding all this, I think it is plainly.exemplified in GOD's 
word, both in the old and * Teſtament, that the 15 
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| ward reverence of the body was, at leaſt, thought Sort, 


it not abſolutely eſſential, by the Patriarchs and Prophets of 


olu, in all their religious approaches, 

We read that Moſes was ordered, by GOD's expreſs 
command, .to put off his Shoes, becaulè the place where he 
ftood, was holy ground. $:/9mon commanded, to keep 
our feet when we enter GOD's holy Temple; becauſe 
' GOD is in heaven, and we but poor Worms upon earth. 
From which paſſages it is plain, (if we are not reſolved, at 

any rate, to allegorize and ſpiritualize away the plain, fim- 
ple meaning, as in many Caſes is done, to ſerve a party or 
Opinion, I ſay, it is plain without cavil, that the out- 


ward reverence of the Body, as well as the inward rever- 


rence of the Mind, is plainly enjoined in the above cited 
Texts. It is further evident, from ſeveral Paſſages in ho- 
ly write, that the Patriachs and Prophets worſhiped with 


their Bodies proſtrate on the ground, and their Faces cover- 


ed, as a viſible ſign and token of the inward reverence of 


their Souls; and a fenſe of aheir unworthineſs, as not dar- 


Ing to approach ſuch glorious Majeſty, but with the pro- 
foundeſt reverence. I think bodily reverence is very plain- 
ly injoined in the ſecond Command, where we are forbid- 
den to make the image of any thing, in heaven or earth, &c, 
eſpecially not to fall down before ye an Image and wor- 


ſhip : and I am ſure, that this negative, hath a poſttive im- 


plyed in it: For if we are forbidden to fall down before 


graven images, or falfe Gods, it is, I think a commanded : 
duty, to fall down before the true and living G OD, with 
all reverence of body as well as Soul. I think it is alſo 


very clear, from ſome of David's Pſalms, that bodily Mor- 
ſhip is enjoined, as in theſe expreſs words, Come let us 


Worſhip and fall down, and kneel, before the LORD our 


Maker. If any will contradict, that the worſhip of the 
body as well as of the Soul is injoined, in the old Teſta- 


ment, they may well deny the authority of it, and put 
any meaning i that ſuits their Party and Intereſt, as 


Is too often the caſe with Schiſmaticks and/Serterians of all 
kinds. 


Il ſhall next come to the new Teſtament, and begin with 


chat notable inſtance of our bleſſed Savour, when he was 
| 1 
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in his agony in the Garden, when he went three ſeveral 


times and caſt himſelf proſtrate on the ground, expreſſing 
the ſame words at oll the different Times; in which, 
by the by, we have not only an example of the profoun- 
deſt reverence, and bodily worſhip, by the Son of GO 


himſelf, who certainly knew beſt, what was acceptable to 


GOD, but we have alſo a notable example for a Szt- Form 
of Words, and Expreſſions in Prayer, by his uſing the 
| fame words, without any variation, three ſcveral times; 


which, | think, ought to ſtop the Mouths of all thoſe 
who ipeak irreverently and diſrepectfully of premeditated, 
Jet Forms of Prayer, and Liturgies: They being exempli- 


fied and commanded by the great author and founder ef 
dur holy Religion; who, when his Diſciples wanted to be 


taught how to pray, he both preſcribed a Form as in 


 Matth.vi, and likewiſe expreſsly commanded that ſame Form 
to be uſed as in Luke xi, where his politive command is, 
Hhen you pray, fay, Our Father, Se. | 


We likewiſe read of St. Paul's kneeling down on the 


{ Shoar, and praying, and we have it in expreſs command 
from his own Mouth, That, we ſhould worſhip G OD 
with our Bodies and Spirits, which are his, and that all 
things, in GOD's houſe and worſhip, be done decently 


And in order. | 


Theſe, Sir, I think are ſufficient proofs, both from the 


old and new Teſtament, not only of the lawfulneſs, but, 
I think, I may ſay, of the abſolute neceſſity of worſhiping 


_ GOD both with Body and Mind, and that the want of 


either will render our worſhip both incompleat and unac- 


 Ceptable. And how far are they culpable and wanting in 


due reſpet, who fit on their breech, both in ſinging 


1 GOD's, praiſes, and at receiving the holy Sacrament of 


the LOR D's Supper, which is certainly, the higheſt 
act of Adoration, and neareſt approach, that finite Crea- 
tures are, in this Life, capable of? *Tis true, ſome of 
you ſtand in Time of Prayer, but methinks, that Poſture 
is not ſo becoming Petitioners, as kneeling ; if it can poſſi- 

' bly be done: and J fee nothing to hinder it, but an hu- 


mour for fingularity; for all p oteſtant Churches in the World, 


except your ſelves, do kneel in time of petition — 
; 2 
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As for your fitting poſture, at the Sacrament, you hay? 
none to bear you company, that J either know or hear of, 
but his Holineſs, the Pope, and the Socinians: And if you 


think theſe fit companions, you're Kindly welcome to their 


Company. 


As for ſitting, while ſinging the pee of GOD, 1 
think the very unnaturalneſs of the poſture might put you 


out of love with it. The praiſes of G 0 D ought not on- 


ly to be ſung with grace in our hearts, and our Souls fly- 
ing up to GOD on the Wings of-Faith ; but our Bodies 
ought likeways to be on the utmoſt ſtretch of erectneſs, 


with our faces looking towards Heaven. I do not aſſert, 


that there is any Sin in not doing that for which we have 


not a poſitive and expreſs law : But, I think, in the 
caſe preſently under debate, we have both Scripture- 


commands and Scripture-examples in abundance : S0 
that it is not a Thing indifferent, whether a man, Or 
Society of men, preſuming to approach G O D in 
publick, or even in private worſhip, ſhall appear re- 


verently and decently in his preſence, even with re- 


ſpect to bodily poſture, or whether he may appear, as to 


his outward carriage, ſlovenly and ill-manner'd, is not left 
to every Man's choice, or the faſhion or cuſtom they have 


been bred up in; for we ſee, that, the neareſt Courtier 
to the King's Perſon dare not approach his preſence, with- 
out yielding the knee. And if that reſpect is thought due 
to any earthly Prince, who is but a worm, like ourſelves, 
and ſubject to the like corruption, and only bears a faint 
reſemblance of Majeſty, what honour, reverence and pro- 


ſtration, both of Soul and Body, muft we think is juſtly 


due to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, by all his 
rational Creatures, that preſumeto addreſs his Throne. 
My next Objection is, Sir, to your Worſhip it ſelf, your 


pretending to pray in your publick worſhip, extempore, or 


oft-hand, as we call it, Tho' tomy certain and particular 
knowledge, ſome of your Clergy, and Ibelieve, not a few 
of Jate years, are as pointed in ſtudying and mandating 


Their prayers, as their diſcourſes, before they bring them 


# 
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in oublick : and theſe prayers, to give them their due, are 
p | P14) = 
generally the beſt, as to fitneſs of expreſſion, and ſenti- 


ment : But then they cannot be called extempore. Surely 


60 D is the bearer of Prayer, and to him all fleſh muſt 


come, and he hears the ſighs and groans of the captive in 


the dungeon, who pours out his Soul in fervent prayers 


and ejaculations, tho' he ſhould not utter, or expreſs one 
word with an audible voice: and ſuch was Hannah's 


prayer at the Tabernacle : I ay GOD hears prayers of 
that kind, as well as the moſt elegant addreſs, in Words, that 


the moſt learned and elevated genius can deviſe, But ſtill I 


5 think, that a premeditate Set. form of Prayers for Temple- 
worſhip and Service, is ſufficiently warranted by GO D's 


own word. For you may read in Numbers xi. 24, 25. 


That GOD himſelf appointed a ſet Form of blefling; and we 


likewiſe find that David appointed ſet P/alms, to be ſung 
on ſpecial occaſions, as the titles of each of them bear: 
Particularly, the cxxxvi. P/alm, in which each verſe, be- 


ing 27 in number, concludes with the ſame expreſs words, |; 
without the leaſt variation, viz. For his mercy endureth for 
zver. This Pſalm without all controverſy, was penn'd for 


Temple-worſhip, as moſt of them plainly appear to be, eſ- 


pecially thoſe that . ſeem to be contrived with Reſponſes 
to be made by the People. The Prophet Joel, Chap. ii. 


15, 17th verſes appointed a Form of prayer to be uſed by 
the Prieſts. And Chriſt himſelf not only deſires us to pray 


in ſuch a Manner, but likewiſe authoritatively injoins the 
uſe of what the J/y/imini/ter Divines, very juſtly, call a 


Set- Form. 


I be Spirit of GOD is no more reſtrained by uſing a 
Set-Form of Prayer, than by ſinging Set Hymns or P/alms 


in Metrez which yourſelves practiſe in your Worſhip. 


Premeditated prayers or Set-Forms are beſt and fitteſt for 


publick Worſhip ; as plainly appears from Eccleſ. Chap. v. 


and downwards, where the great preacher of Wiſdom, 


directs us, how we ought to demean ourſelves, with refs 
pect to our bodily poſture, in theſe Words, Keep thy foot, 
when thou entereſt GO D's Houſe ; and, with reſpect to 
dur devotions, that our Words be few; That is, that we 

pour 
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pour not out random effuſions; but that our thonghts 
and words may be premeditated : and the reaſon is given, 
becauſe GO Dis in heaven, and we on earth. All the 
Churches in the chriſtian World, in the firſt and pureſt 
ages of Chriſtianity, had Liturgies whereof a great many 
are yet extant; yea John Knox, who was at the head of 
the Reformation, and called by ſome, our Scots Apoſtle, 
compoſed a Liturgy for the publick worſhip, which is yet 
to be ſeen. 

Now, Sir, all theſe Scripture- -warrants, and the prac- 
ice of the Chriſtian Church, in its pureſt Agcs, nay the 
practice of all the reformed Churches i in the world, except 
yourſelves, may be fufficient to conyince you, both of the 


law fulneſs and expediency of Set- Forms, wherein the peo- 


ple, as well as the Prieſt, may join in heart and voice. 
The pſalmiſt David ſays, Let the feople praiſe thee LORD, 
And if all the people ought to praiſe the LOR D in pub- 
lick worſhip ; I do not ſee, but all the People ſhould pray 
to the LORD, in publick worſhip, alſo ; and every in- 
dividual bear bie part, in prayer as well as praiſe. Ihe 
comely order and decency of worſhip cannot, otherwiſe 
be ſo well preſerved. In your Kirks, as many Prieſts, ſo 
many different prayers, to reconcile which with Unifor- 
mity in publick worſhip, is a very difficult task. We are 
not to imagine, that GOD is to be pleaſed with ſome new 
expreſſions, every time we pray: if our hearts be right, the 
old words, if pertinent, will do well enough. 

Let us only bring new hearts and"new purpoſes of a holy 
life, and obedience to G O D's Laws, through his grace 
aſſiſting us, and I'll riſque my ſalvation, that the old ſcrip- 

tural form of ſound words, as they are handed down to us 
by our Anceſtors, in our excellent Liturgy, will, through 
the merits of CHRIST, be accepted with GOD. 

In the Liturgy there is a moſt compleat ſummary of 
prayers for all ſorts and conditions of men, and praiſes and 
thankſgivings for mercies received; for the elegance and 
comprehenfiveneſs_ of its Stile, and the true ſpirit of ratio- 
nal Worſhip and Service, that is in every part of it, it is, 

juſtly intituled Devotion without Superſtition « and I doubt 
not 


8. 
not but every one that will be at pains, to examine it im. 
partially, without prejudice, would be obliged to acknow- 
lege it to be the moſt compleat ſtandard for publick wor- 
ſhip now. extant, and really exceeds any human compoſure, 
that hath yet appeared in the chriſtian world: Inſomuch 
that its enemies, are not able to pick out any ſubſtantial er- 
ror in the whole frame: whatever, poor, weak and ig- 
norant perſons may do, through their unacquaintedneſs 
with it, and the blind prejudice of a low education, or 
the cunning devices of thoſe who pretend to be Clergymen, 
who have always made their Buſineſs, as they think it their 
Intereſt, to abuſe honeſt, well-meaning people, by expoſ- 
ing that excellent Form of publick devotion, as a ſpawn of, 
and a kin to Popery, and the like: though without the 
leaſt foundation or ſhadow of reaſon, but only to terrify the 
weak and ignorant from ſo much as looking on it. But, 
as | ſaid before, if we will bring new hearts, the old words, 
contained in that excellent book, will be acceptable to 
60, till the end of time. And if we ſincerely practiſe, 
what we therein pray for, we ſhall be ſure to land ſafely in- 
to a bleſſed eternity, when time ſhall be no more. : 
_ Whole Succeſſors you pretend to be, according to your 
preſent model, and form of Worſhip, I am at a loſs to 
learn, you cannot pretend your pattern from any reformed 
Church abroad, Bleſs us, ſay they of Geneva, can the 
Scots Preſbyterians be Cbriſtians, who have laid aſide the 
uſe of the Lord's Prayer, in their publick ' Worſhip ? (ſee 
Campbel of Calder on that head) In Holland, I am not 
Certain as to their Liturgy, or form of Worſhip, but ſure 
I am, their ears are not quite ſo uncircumciſed as yours; 
for they have ſolemn ſounding Organs in all their Cathe- 
drals, which is as much as they have in England. As for 
ang Knox, you cannot claim the remoteſt relation to 
im; for, as I faid before, he both ordained a publick Li- 
turgy, and Superintendents to govern the Church. For 
my part, I can go no whither to find out where you got 
your firſt pattern, and model of publick Worſhip, if it be 
not to Penſilvania: For truly I think you come neareſt to 
their Form, (except only your ſinging of Pſalms) of any 
ſet of men that pretend to worſhip, that I know of, in the 
. | chriſtian 
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ehriftian World: You equally pretend to immediate im- 
pulſes and ſupernatural aſſiſtances, given you in every time 

of performance. But, for my part, I cannot ſoꝭ eaſily 
ſwallow ſuch pretences, unleſs the pretenders aſſure me of 
the truth of it, by ſome convincing miracle. For if we 
do not try the Spirits, we expoſe ourſelves to be juggled 
out of our ſenſes, by every cunning and bold pretender. 
But when I declaim againſt this kind of Enthuſiafm, I 
would not be ſo underſtood, as denying the ordinary influ- 
ences of GOD's holy Spirit, co-working with our Spi- 
rit in a way and manner ſuitable to our rational natures 3 
for without the aſſiſtance of GOD's Spirit we cannot think 
a good thought or do a good action: For every good and per- 
fect gift comes from the father of Lights, and the aſſiſtance of 
this Holy Spirit ſhall be deny'd to no man, that earneſtly, 
according to GO D's appointment, aſks for it. For the 
Holy Spirit is a precious part of that rich purchaſe, 
CHRIST hath made by ſheding his blood. But as to 
_ theſe extempore, gifts, flights and ſallies of a heated ima- 
gination, that ſome - Enthuſiaſts, in our own Days, pre- 
tended to, I own, I think, I have both good and great rea- 
ſons, to ſuſpect the varacity of their pretenſions; unleſs, 
as I ſaid before, they would ſhe me a miracle for my con- 
viction, | Wor ad x 1 955 | 
Now, Sir, I have finiſhed what I intended upon all my 
reaſons of diſſent from your K:r+: and I expect, ſuch as 
will weigh them impartially, will find them neither ſmal} 
nor triffling, ſuch as ſome Seceders reaſons are. I only 
beg leave to inſert an Encomium on your Kirk-worſhip, as 
it is performed at preſent, by a Reverend Clergyman, now 
dead: Which is this, If a Gloria-Patri-leſs, Ten Command- 
leſs, Creed-leſs, Lord's Prayer-leſs Worſhip, be a decent, 
uniform, evangelical and orthodox Warſhip, then, ſays he, 
the Preſbyterian Kirk of Scotland, may really claim to be 
the moſt decent, uniform and orthodox worſhipers of 
GOD, of any Church in the chriſtian World, As for 
Quakers, I ſcarce reckon them among the number, as 
they refuſe the outward ſigns of the Sacraments; tho? as I 
ſaid before, I think you border very near to their Form of 
publick Worſhip, excepting Pſalms ; and to be, in ſome 
e | meaſures 
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| you in that, their Holder forth 
&neels in time of prayer, and yours only ftands : fo that 
they are not far ſhort in matter of Worſhip, and as to 
matters of Faith, Ido not meddle with them in this place. 
I, ſhall conclude all with that ſhort, but moſt charitable 
prayer of our Church: That it may e GOD to bring 


meaſure, even with 


into the way of Truth, all ſuch as have erred and are de- 
ctived; and to ſtrengthen ſuch as do ſtand, and to comfort 
and help the weak hearted; and to raiſe up them that fall, 
and finally, to beat ' down Satan under 455 This, Sir, is 
the conſtant and daily prayer of our Clergy, and is likewiſe 
the hearty deſire and prayer of him, who is, in all reſpects, 
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S8 IR, I expect no anſwer, from your own hand, to this 
Letter being very ſenſible, by experience, that, though 
yon are à very good Mechanick, yet I don't ſuſpect, you 
to be very knowing in Divinity, further than that you 

7 Confeſſion and Catechiſms. I have already * 
bad the experience of your being a very bad Cyluiſt, ur 
the Opinion you profeſs. I ſuppoſe, Sir, you'll remember 
the laſt time you and I had occaſion to be in Company, that 

I happen d, in courſe of our Converſation, to pinch you 0 

a little hard, concerning the Validity of your Clergy's "= 

Ordination; upon which, without giving me fair play, by * 

dint of reajon and argument, you took the Papiſt's way of it, 

(where they have power and authority )for you ſupported your 

Cauſe by aint of Sword, (as they do by fire and faggot by 

giving me «dious and hateful names, fuch as Atheiſt, Deiſt, 


and the lite; and that I „ nidada be expelled the er 
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and all this furſioth, for no reaſon under the Sun, thats 
I believe, either you or I tna, but wick 1 happened 
at that time, to take your very reverend Clergy's name ſo 
much as in my mouth. Now this you did, not only at that 
time, but, as I am informed, you practiſe the like almoſt in 
very Company, wherein you happen to be; by calling me @ 
dangerous Man, 4 Heathen and the lite; which, in effec? 
is the worſt kind of murdering your neightour. For if 1 
deſerve either of theſe Chara#ers, \ I de not deſerve to livg 
and-breath the common Air. Sure I am, were I poſſe/t of 
ſuch power as ſome are, there ſhould not one of theſe peſts 
q in Great Britain, th ſame of that black Charatier, 


viz. Deiſts, have been too much winked at and indulged, 


under the preſent happy Conſtitution, as we call ite But 


1 preſume, if you'll read my Letter you'll eafily perceive, that 
none of theſe black Charatters belong to me ; for I acknows 
legi one ſupreme GO D, and his providence daily extend- 
ing towards all his Creatures, and likewiſe his goodneſs in 

ſending bis Son to the world; that he might repair, by the 
ſecond Adam (CHRIST) what we loft by the fall of the 

fir Adam. So, Sir, as you have publickly defamed my 

Character, by ſuch deteflable names, I hope you and every 
one will judge it but juſt and reaſonable, that I ſhould vin- 
| dicate the ſame, from ſuch odious ee by an open pre- 
Feſſion f my Faith, to the world, and that in as publick @ 

way as you have aſperſed me, Viz. by publiſhing this Letter, 
by which it will appear, that though I am not very ortho- 
dox according to your modern Syſtem, yet ſure I am, I baue 
G OD's Herd, and the Opinion of the moſt celtbrated and 
De worſt thing. can be jaid of me 1s, that T ſavour a 
little of HTN becauſe I aſſert Man to 5 ratios 
nal creature, und nau with liberty of choice, and Free- 
dom action and will : But that is a character I can bear, 
becauſe I am ſure, I have grad, great and learned men, un- 
tient and modern, to beat me company; and G ON's Ward, 

which: is beſt of all, ta ſupport my Qpinion : So that I am 
unt aſhamed publi 15 to prof e/s my Faith in that, wherein I 
aw ſoul! porta. ind let m teil you Sir, for your en- 
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 etragement, that you are not the only member, of your ve- 


nerable Body, that I do not expect a return to my Letter 
From; for, I afſure you, I am under no great fear of the 


Strength aud Artillery, of the whole collective body of you 


Lay-Elders and Lay-Deacons : #nowing very well, that it 
it not in all their join'd force, to cut down the firength of 
my Arguments, (as they are ſupported both by old and new 
Teftament, and the teſtimony and authority of all the Fa 
thers and Councils in the fir/t and pureſt Ages of the Church,) 
but only by their vid, uſual way, of allegorizang and ſtrain- 


ing ſome texts of Scripture and forcing meanings and inten- 
HPretations on others (to ſerve the Cure) that they will by no 

_ means bear, and next by invalidating the teſtimony of the 
Fathers and Councils; Theſe two being all the Batteries 


they have, or ever had, to play off, in ſupport of the Preſ- 
byterian Parity: But they are now become ſo familiar, and 


' raked, to almoſt every eye, except theſe of their own follows 
, arg, and party, that few either fear or regard them. . | 
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